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This unit focuses on the institution of slavery during the third quarter 
of the eighteenth century. Students will use critical thinking skills and 
primary sources to tell the story of life in Africa and Colonial America, the 
forced journey and cruel conditions of the Middle Passage, and the great American 
paradox of slavery. Each lesson in the unit is designed for use at the fifth 
grade level. The lessons can be completed in a one hour classroom period but 
can be extended into a multiple-day lessons with group presentations and 
projects.
The lessons, briefly summarized, are as follows:
Lesson 1-Students will compare and contrast the different cultures of 
Africa and Great Britain through observation, analysis, and 
classification. Students will then prove or disprove prior word 
associations or stereotypes about Africa generated in the pre-assessment 
activity.
Lesson 2-Students will observe men capturing and enslaving Africans in an 
eighteenth-century print. From this print, students will make inferences 
about the emotional and physical impact of being captured.
Lesson 3-Students will support their inferences (from lesson 2) about the 
Middle Passage-from enslavement to point of sale-by using the writings of 
an African man and an English doctor. Students will identify bias in the 
writing of these two men.
Lesson 4-Students will make inferences about African-American life in the 
colonies using an eighteenth-century water color. Students will learn 
about living conditions such as housing, entertainment, clothing, family relations, etc.
Lesson 5-Students will support the inferences from lesson 4 by using 
runaway slave advertisements.
Lesson -6-Students will analyze eighteenth-century excerpts from letters 
and documents of George Washington, Thomas Jefferson, and George Mason. 
Students will debate the paradoxical relationship between the beliefs, 
values and realities of these three men on the issue of slavery.
I have written these lessons on the African-Americans' Colonial experience 
to* help teachers meet the increasing demand for multicultural materials. 
Starting in the 1960's during the Civil Rights Movement, a need emerged to study
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the various cultures of the immigrants who make up the United States. State 
curriculums/ such as New York and California were revised in 1987 and now 
required teachers to instruct students about the contributions of various ethnic 
groups and to increase the time allotted to non-European cultures.1 The 
California Framework specifically states, "This framework incorporates a 
multicultural perspective throughout the history-social science curriculum. It 
calls on teachers to recognize that the history of a community, state, region, 
nation, and world must reflect the experiences of men and women and of different 
racial, religious, and ethnic groups."2 Most textbook companies, except 
Houghton-Mifflin, devote only one page to the eighteenth-century, African- 
American experience. The discussion of slavery is generic and does not identify 
specific African-Americans who suffered and survived. In this unit, I hope to 
meet teachers' demands for more materials on the African-American experience in 
Colonial America.
With the revision of state curriculums, teachers are required to use more 
primary source materials and a variety of content-appropriate teaching methods 
that actively engage students. The California curriculum states, "Where 
appropriate, teachers will use new technologies, original source documents, 
debates, simulations, role playing, or whatever means will bring students into 
close encounters with powerful ideas, great events, major issues, significant 
trends, and the contributions of important men and women.”4 Through greater 
participation in their learning process, students will value and retain more 
knowledge because the information is personally discovered, analyzed and 
assimilated. The teacher's role changes to a fellow investigator, who can now 
encourage students to observe and analyze their experiences.5
Incorporated into this unit are eighteenth-century prints and passages from 
newspapers, journals, and diaries from the Colonial Williamsburg Foundation's 
collection of rare books and from other published accounts on the lives of 
African-Americans Students can hear people from the past tell their stories and 
discuss their ideas and values, without an extra layer of interpretation from 
twentieth century eyes. Students will learn about the bias and prejudice of the 
writers. Through the study of these documents, students will learn tolerance and 
respect for different opinions, gain the ability to question and to keep an open 
mind, pursue new understandings, and know that there are not always answers. 
Students need to know that history is both important and uncertain, and that even 
the best historians never have all the pieces of the jigsaw puzzle. 6
In these lesson, students will learn critical thinking skills that are 
important to all areas of life. The California Framework states, "The framework 
proposes that critical thinking skills be included at every grade level. 
Students should learn to detect bias in print and visual media; to recognize 
illogical thinking; to guard against propaganda; to avoid stereotyping of group 
members; to reach conclusions based on solid evidence; and to think critically, 
creatively, and rationally. These skills are to be taught within the context of 
curriculum that offers numerous opportunities to explore examples of sound 
reasoning and examples of the opposite."7 Each lesson in this unit requires the 
students to use several of these skills to create understanding of the topic. 
In lesson 6, students must look at the controversial issue of individual rights 
and debate the outcome. Students will learn that they have a right to disagree 
and how to make decisions based on reasonable evidence.
2
American children today will live their lives in a racially and culturally 
diverse nation, and their education should prepare them to do so.9 Students need 
to be taught that other cultures are different, not bad. This was a problem 
recognized by Thomas Salmon in 1756.
...I would not be thought to want a due Regard for all Mankind: As I am
a citizen of the World, I look upon all Men as my Brethren, and have long 
endeavoured to set them Right in their Nations of one another.
I am extremely concerned to see almost every People representing the 
Inhabitants of distant Nations, as Barbarians and treating them as such.
For my Part, I have met with People as polite, ingenious, and 
humane, whom we have been taught to look upon as Canibals, as ever I 
conversed with in Europe; and, from my own Experience, am convinced, that 
human Nature is every where the same, Allowances being made for 
unavoidable Predjudices, occasioned by Custom, Education, and Savage 
Principles, instilled into many in their Infancy by ignorant 
superstitious, or designing Men about them, and, as I have observed on 
other Occasions, nothing has contributed more to render the World 
barbarious, than their having been taught from their Cradles, that every 
Nation almost but their own are Barbarians; they first imagine the People 
of distant Nations to be Monsters of Cruelty and Barbarity; and then 
prepare to invade and extirpate them, exercising greater Cruelties than 
ever such nations were charge with; which was exactly the Case of the 
Spaniards and the natives of America.
In lesson 1 students will learn of the similarities and differences in African 
and British culture
Finally, the United Nations Educational and Cultural Organization in 1981 
identified the need to present a more valid rendering of African history in the 
classroom. 10 Teachers need to have sources that do not show Africa as "the 
isolated Dark continent," with lions in the jungle, inferior savages, and a land 
of turmoil, incapable of self-government. From Lesson 1, I hope the students see 
that Africa is diverse, not isolated, with a structured and elaborate economic, 
political, and social systems. In conclusion, I have two goals in writing
the unit. Students will develop an understanding of other people and cultures 
and will learn to use critical thinking skills of observation and analysis to 
help make logical decisions.
3
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Before starting these lessons on Africa, Great Britain, and African-
American Life, you may want to assess the level of knowledge your students have
on this topic. You may use the following activity as a pre and post assessmentfor your class.
Objective:






1. Write the word "SLAVE" in the middle of a piece of butcher paper. Ask the
students to raise their hands and brainstorm all the words they think of 
when they hear the word "slave." You may want to put similar ideas and 
words together. If the students have difficulty in selecting words that 
relate to a slave, you may ask leading questions such as, How do you 
think a slave lived? What kind of work did a slave do? What kind of 
clothing did a slave wear? How did a person become a slave? Look at the 
Cluster Diagram on the next page to see words students might suggest.
2. Give the students an overview of the following lessons that will be
incorporated into their colonial studies units. Students will have an 
opportunity to validate their ideas and images of a slave.
3. Next, ask the students to make a list of their unanswered questions about
a slave. Keep these questions for the end of the unit.
4. At the completion of the six lessons, have the students repeat this
activity. The students then will compare their original thoughts and 
ideas to their proven conclusions. Ask the students to discuss the 
differences in ideas and concepts they had about a slave. Why have their 
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Cultural Beginnings-West Africa and Great Britain
Introduction:
Students may have many prior thoughts and misconceptions about eighteenth- 
century Africa and Great Britain. Their level of knowledge was assessed from the 
cluster diagram. Students in this lesson will have the opportunity to explore 
three regions of West Africa and the city of London, England during the
eighteenth century. Students will learn that various areas have different 
cultures.
Objectives:
Given prints and written documents, students will make observations about 
regions in eighteenth-century West Africa and London, England.
Given observations about these regions and city, students will make five 
hypotheses about their region or city.
Given proven and valid hypotheses, students will compare African and 
British culture. Students will make five statements as to these
countries' differences and similarities.
Given eighteenth- and twentieth-century maps of Africa, students will use 
coordinates and symbols to locate West African regions.
Given three regions in Africa and the city of London, England, students
will develop an appreciation and understanding of different cultures.
Materials:
Butcher paper 
5 Eighteenth-century prints of London
9 Eighteenth-century prints of West Africa
Excerpts from Thomas Salmon's book, The Universal Traveller 
Excerpts from Geography Made Familiar and Easy to Young Gentlemen and 
Ladies...
Excerpts from Richard Phillips book, Modern London: Being the History
and Present State of the British Metropolis





1. The teacher will start the 
discussion on different 
cultures by asking the students 
to identify what they would 
find different if they went to 
a foreign country.
2. The teacher will ask students 
to define what is "Culture?"
3. The teacher will then give a 
formal definition of "Culture." 
Culture is a pattern of 
behaviors and beliefs common to 
members of a society. The 
teacher will ask the students 
to generate a list of ideas and 
assumptions about Africa in the 
eighteenth century. Assumptions 
will be recorded on a piece of 
butcher paper.
STUDENTS
1. The students may answer: 
Language, clothes, food, 
customs, government systems, 
religion, etc.
2. The students will note that the 
above differences in countries 
help to make up culture.
3. The students will state their 
assumptions about Africa. They 
may say:
a. African people are 
uneducated.
b. People in Africa live a 
backward and savage 
lifestyle.
c. Africans wear few 
clothes.
d. There are no formal 
governments in Africa. 
{This statement implies 
that Africa is a 
continent.)
e. Africans worship many 
gods and have no formal 
religion.





The teacher will ask the 
students to generate a list of 
ideas and assumptions about 
Great Britain in the eighteenth 
century.
The teacher will now divide the 
students into four groups. 
Each group will explore one 
region of Africa or London, 
England. The teacher will ask 
the students to make detailed 
observations from the prints 
and excerpts from books about 
regions in West Africa and 
London, England. These
observations should be based on 
a factual statement or image in 
the primary source. The
teacher will give the students 
fifteen minutes to make 
observations on one of the 
documents.
While the students are making 
observations, the teacher will 
make a chart on butcher paper 
that looks like the students' 
worksheet with four columns 
under the heading observations. 
The teacher will use these 
areas to record the students 
"Observations" about each 
region.
4. The students will state their 
assumptions about Great 
Britain. They may say:
a. People from Great
Britain wear fancy 
clothes.
b. Great Britain has a
formal system of 
government.
c. People in Great Britain
live in crowded cities.
d. People of Great Britain
have a complex system of
trade.
e. People in Great Britain
are civilized.
5. Students will make observations 
about Food, Housing, Clothing, 
government, religion and people 
of their region. Students may 
respond: People in Guinea eat 
corn and yams. They live in 
houses covered with red earth. 
People in Guinea worship a 
snake god. etc.
6. Students will share their 
recorded observations with the 
entire class.
TEACHERS STUDENTS
7. The teacher will ask the 
s t u d e n t s  to c o m p a r e  
similarities and differences in 
each category. The teacher 
will ask the students to make 
hypotheses about the reasons 
for differences in food, 
housing, government, religion, 
etc. The students will support 
their hypothesis with their 
observations.
8. The teacher will then ask the 
students to compare these 
statements to their original 
assumptions. Which of their 
assumptions are true? What 
influenced the change in their 
thoughts about Africa and Great 
Britain? Students will see how 
stereotypes are formed through 
misinformation and lack of 
knowledge about other people in 
other countries.
7. The students will compare the 
regional foods. West Africans 
eat corn. People in Great 
Britain eat wheat flour. This 
difference may be due to 
climate. Africans wear cloth 
wrapped around their waists. 
People from Great Britain wear 
layers of clothes. The
difference in clothes is due to 
the climate. Buildings in 
London are made out of stone. 
Buildings in Guinea are made 
out of red Earth. These 
differences are because of the 
environment.
Extensions
1. The teacher will now ask the students to become eighteenth-century 
travelers to their region in West Africa and the city of London, England. 
They are writing an article for the Virginia Gazette. What would you tell 
people about your area? These articles may be illustrated.
2. The teacher may extend these lessons into an assembly program of African- 
British cultural day. Students may do African and British dances. 
Students may make clothes and apparel of people from these countries. 
Students may write scripts and act out religious and government 
ceremonies.
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Negroland or Nigritia, is situate between 18 
Degrees W est , and 15 Degrees of Eastern Longitude, 
and between 10 and 20 Degrees of north Latitude, the 
great River Niger running the whole Length of it, and 
falling by several Channels, into the Atlantic Ocean. 
This Country is bounded by Zaara or the great Desart, 
on the North, by unknown Parts of Africa on the East, 
by Guinea Proper on the South, and by the Atlantick 
Ocean on the West...
Salmon, Thomas. The Universal Traveller: or a 
Compleate Description of the Several Nations of the 
World Bv Mr. Salmon. Vol. II, Londons Printed for 






The Cloathing of the Men is Linen wrapped about 
their Loins, and thrown over the Left Shoulder, the 
Right Arm always bare, and a white cap on their 
Heads, The Women are covered almost from head to 
Foot; but both Sexes go bare-legged, and dress up their 
hair with glittering Shells and Toys.
Salmon, Thomas. The Universal Traveller; or a 
Comoleate Description of the Several Nations of the 
World Bv Mr. Salmon. Vol. II, London: Printed for 
Richard Baldwin, at the Rose in Paternoster-Row, 
MDCCLIX. Page 360.
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"Negro Women in different Dresses"
Plate 152, Rage 359
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These are all of the Bread kind that are used in 
Gambia; and indeed, the Natives make no Bread, but 
eat the Flour of the various Grains as Thickners to 
Liquids. The Indian Com they mostly use when green, 
parching the Ear upon Coals, and then it eats like green 
Pease: They dress their Rice as the Turks do, beating 
it in Wooden Mortars; they make Flour of their Indian 
Com, as they do sometimes of Rice; but the Natives 
never bake Cakes or Bread for themselves; the women 
who wait on the Europeans, however have learned to 
do both...
They cultivate four kinds of Grain in this 
Country, viz. India Com or Maise, which grows in a 
great Head, and is the Food of the Natives of America, 
as well as Africa: Besides which they have Rice, and 
the larger and lesser Guinea Grain. In Gambia there is 
a Kind of Pulse between the Kidney-Bean and Pea, and 
potatoes and Yams. The larger Guinea Grain is round, 
and about the size of the Smallest Pease:They sow it by 
Hand, as we do Wheat and Barley:It grows to nine or 
ten Feet high, upon a small Reed; the Grain is at the 
Top in a large Tuft. The lesser Guinea Grain is called 
by the Portuguese Mansaroke; This likewise is sowed 






Top of which the Com grows on the Head like a 
Bulrush; the Grain itself is very small, and the Canary 
Seed in Shape, only larger...
They eat Crocodile Eggs, Snakes, Monkeys, and 
Alligators, and every other animal almost;but their 
principal Food is Rice, Pulse, Indian Com,stinking 
fish,and cuscosun, which is Flour mixed with their 
Broth; and their Drink is Palm Wine, Mead, Brandy, 
and Rum, when they can get it; but fair Water is their 
common Beverage.
Salmon, Thomas. The Universal Traveller; or a 
Compleate Description of the Several Nations of the 
World By Mr. Salmon. Vol. II, London: Printed for 





Their houses are low little Huts, not quite so bad as 
many in Yorkshire, built with Wooden Stockades set in the 
Ground, in a round or Square Form, thatched with Straw; and 
for Furniture, they have a Mat or two to lie down upon, two 
or three Earthen or Wooden Dishes, with a Spoon or two of 
their making. They are idele, principally for want of arts and 
domestick Employments;for the Women plant and gather in 
their com and Fruits, and do every thing without Doors, but 
hunt and fish.
Whole Towns shift their Habitations, either when they 
do not like their Neighbours, or in Expectation of greater 
Conveniences elsewhere, soon clearing Ground enough for 
what building and Culture they propose. Seignor Joseph, a 
Christian Negro of this River, has lately, with his People, left 
a clean well-built Town, and removed further up the River. 
Their Huts are mostly orbicular, and in this, the Doors are 
paved with Cockle Shells;two or three Crosses are erected, 
and round about are Lime-Trees, Papais, Plantanes, Pine- 
Apples, and a few Bee-Hives; and in the Middle of the Area, 
is a Large Tree with 500 hanging Nests, at least, upon it. 
This is a small familiar Bird, that builds upon the extreme 
tenderest Twigs of a Tree, hanging like Fruit; and thus secure 
their Young against Monkeys, Parrots, Squirrels, and other 
Creatures of Prey.
Salmon, Thomas. The Universal Traveller: or a Compleate 
Description of the Several Nations of the World Bv Mr. Salmon. 
Vol. II, London: Printed for Richard Baldwin, at the Rose in 




Slaves of different Countries
Slaves differ in their Goodness; those from the Gold- 
Coast are accounted best, being cleanest-limbed, and more 
docile in our Settlements than others: But then they are for 
that very Reason more prompt to revenge, and murder the 
Instruments of their Slavery, and also apter in the Means to 
compass it. To Windward they approach in Goodness, as is 
the Distance from the Gold Coast; so as at Gambia or Sierra 
Leon, to be much better than any of the interjacent Places.
To Leeward from thence, they alter gradually for the 
worse; and Angolan Negro is a Proverb for Worthlessness, 
and they mend (if we may so call it) in that Way, till you 
come to the Hottentots, that is, to the Southernmost Extremity 
of Africa.
I have observed how our Trading is managed for 
Slaves, when obliged to be carried on Board the Ship. Where 
there are Factories (as at Gambia, Sierra Leon, the Gold 
Coast, Whiddah, Calabar, Cabenda, and Angola) we are more 
at large; they are sold in open Market on Shore, and are 
examined by us in like Manner as our Brother Trades do 
Beasts in Smithfield; the Countenance and Stature, a good Set 
of Teeth, Pliancy in their Limbs and Joints, and being free 






The Bulk of them are Country People, stupid as is their 
Distance from the Converse of the Coast-Negroes; eat all Day 
if Victuals is before them, or if not, let it alone without 
Complaint; part without Tears, with their Wives, Children, 
and Country; and are more affected with Pain than Death: Yet 
in this indocile State, the Women retain a Modesty; for 
though stripped of that poor Clout which covers their Nudities 
(as I know the Whiddahs generally do) they will keep squatted 
all the Day long on Board, to hide them.
Salmon, Thomas. The Universal Traveller: or a Compleate 
Description of the Several Nations of the World Bv Mr. Salmon. 
Vol. II, London: Printed for Richard Baldwin, at the Rose in 





Their Gold is of a very good Quality, and the natives 
bring it in small Bars, big in the Middle, and turned round 
into Rings, from ten to forty Shillings each. The Merchants, 
who bring this and other inland Commodities, are Blacks of 
the Mundingo Race, and are called Mundingo Joncoes. The 
same Merchants bring down Elephants Teeth; and in some 
years Slave, to the amount of 2000, most of which they say 
are Prisoners taken in war; they buy them from different 
Princes who take them: Many of them are Bumbrongs and 
Petcharies, Nations of different Languages, and are brought 
from a vast Way inland. Their way of bringing them is tying 
them by the Neck with Leather Thongs, at about a yard 
distance from each other, thirty or forty in a String, having 
generally a Bundle of Com, or an Elephant’s Tooth, upon 
each of their heads. In their way from the Mountains they 
travel through very great Woods, where they cannot, for 
some Days, get water; so they carry in skin Bags enough to 
support diem for some Time.
Beside the Slaves which the Merchants bring down, 
there are many along the River. These are many bought 
along the river. These are either taken in War, as the former 
are, or Men condemned for Crimes, or else People stolen, 
which is very frequent. The companies Servants never buy 
any of the last, if they suspect it, without sending for the 





and consulting with them about the Matter. Since this Slave- 
Trade has been used, all Punishments are changed into 
Slavery; there being an Advantage on such Condemnations, 
they strain for Crimes very hard, in order to get the Benefit 
of selling the Criminal;Not only Murder, Theft, and Adultry, 
are punished by selling the Criminal for a Slave, but every 
trifling Crime is punished in the same Manner...
The third great Merchandise of the River is Ivory or 
Elephants Teeth, got either by hunting or killing the Beasts, 
or picked up in the woods...
Manufactures
Their principal Manufacture is that of Cotton cloth; and 
their Arms are Swords, Bows and Arrows, Spears, and Darts.
Salmon, Thomas. The Universal Traveller; or a Compleate 
Description of the Several Nations of the World Bv Mr. Salmon. 
Vol. II, Londons Printed for Richard Baldwin, at the Rose in 




Guinea Proper comprehends, I.Benin and the Slave Coast. 
2.The Gold-Coast. 3 .The Tooth, or Ivory Coast; and, 4. The 
Grain or Pepper Coast.
It is situate between 15 Degrees West, and 15 Degrees 
East Longitude, and 4 1/2 Degrees and 10 1/2 Degrees North 
Latitude; bounded by the unknown Parts of Africa on the 
East, by the Congo and the Atlantic Ocean South, and by the 
same Ocean on the West, and by Negroland on the North.
Salmon, Thomas. The Universal Traveller: or a Compleate 
Description of the Several Nations of the World Bv Mr. Salmon. 
Vol. II, Londons Printed for Richard Baldwin, at the Rose in 





The habit of a Negro is a Paan, or Cloth, about his 
Waist, two Feet broad; and those of the better Sort have 
another Cloth of a good Length wrapped about them, and 
thrown over their Shoulders; but yet so as their Arms, Legs, 
and a good Part of their Bodies appear naked, both of the 
Men and Women. Their Ornaments consist of a Multitude of 
Rings, or Bracelets, of Gold, Ivory, or Copper, according to 
their Circumstances, worn on their Arms and Legs, with 
Necklaces, and Girdles of Coral, one upon another; but the 
Plaiting and Adorning their Hair take up the greatest Part of 
their Time, especially of the Women; The Hair of some of 
the negroes is longer than that of others; and they have a Way 
of pulling it out of the natural Curl, and making it strait, by 
hanging Weights to it; after which, they form it into various 
Fashions, dressing it up with little thin Plate of Gold, Copper, 
Tinsel, Beads, Coral, and Shells, that make a glittering Shew; 
some of the Women throw a Veil over all, to keep off the 
scorching Sun, and some of the Men have Caps; their 
Fishermen, particularly, have them made of Skins or Rushes, 
and are very happy if they can get a European Hat; But many 
of the Negroes go perfectly bare-headed; and their Scalps , it 
is said, are so hardened by it, that they are not sensible of the 
Sun’s intense Heat.
Salmon, Thomas. The Universal Traveller; or a Compleate 
Description of the Several Nations of the World By Mr. Salmon. 
Vol. II, London: Printed for Richard Baldwin, at the Rose in 
Paternoster-Row, MDCCLIX. Page 364.
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From the Animals in Guinea, I proceed to give some Account 
of their Vegetable; They have, in some Places, Rice Millet, 
Maize, or Indian Com, in great Abundance;though there are 
other Parts of the country, so subject to Floods, that the Soil 
bears little except Rice; They have also Yams and Potatoes, 
which serve the Natives often instead of Brad; And Sugar 
Canes grow to great Perfection, but are not much cultivated 
by the Natives; and the Europeans having no more Land than 
what lies about their Forts and Factories, do not think it 
worth their while to plant them.
The Palm-Tree is of infinite Use o the natives, as they 
draw Wine from the Tree, and press Oil from its Nuts; These 
abound more in Guinea than in any other Country. Here also 
is the Cocoa-Nut Tree; but they don not put it to the many 
Uses they do in the East Indies, contenting themselves with 
drinking the Milk of the Cocoa when it is young, or eating 
the Nuts when they are ripe.
The body of the Palm - Tree, at full Growth, is about 
as thick as a Man’s Body, and six Feet in Height; but from 
the Trunk, its Branches shoot upward twenty Feet and 
More...
When they find the Tree old enough to yield a Quantity 
of Wine, they cut off all its Branches; and having let it stand 
a few Days thus stripped of it Ornaments, they bore a Hole 
in the thickest Part of the Trunk, in which having placed a 





set to receive the Liquor, but so slowly, that they do not get 
above tow Quarts in four and twenty Hours; but this it will do 
for twenty or thirty Days successively, according to the 
Goodness of the Plant; and when it has almost done 
dropping, they make a Fire at the bottom of it, which forces 
out something more; After which the Tree dries and is good 
for little; though in other Countries, where they content 
themselves with drawing small Quantities, it is said, a Tree 
will last several years after it is tapped...
The Negroes live but poorly on the Gold-Coast(at least 
in the Opinion of the Europeans.) Millet, boiled to the 
Consistence of Bread, is their common Food, or Potatoes, 
Yams, and other Roots in the Room of it, well drenched in 
Palm Oil; and if to this they add a few boiled Herbs and 
stinking Fish (for they always let them lie upon the Ground 
till they stink) the common People think they live luxuriosly 
that Day: Nor do their Superiors eat better, only they allow 
themselves a greater Quantity of Fish and Herbs than the Poor 
can afford.
Salmon, Thomas. The Universal Traveller: or a Compleate 
Description of the Several Nations of the World By Mr. Salmon. 
Vol. IX, Londons Printed for Richard Baldwin, at the Rose in 
Paternoster-Row, MDCCLIX. Pages 367-380.
27

Negro Houses on the Coast of Guinea
Plate 197/ No. 113, Vol. 2, Page 387
A. Huts of ye Negros, covered wth. Red-earth.
B. the Kitchen.
C. Hut for Millet & Rice built wth. Red earth.






Slaves of different Countries
Slaves differ in their Goodness; those from the Gold- 
Coast are accounted best, being cleanest-limbed, and more 
docile in our Settlements than others: But then they are for 
that very Reason more prompt to revenge, and murder the 
Instruments of their Slavery, and also apter in the Means to 
compass it. To Windward they approach in Goodness, as is 
the Distance from the Gold Coast; so as at Gambia or Sierra 
Leon, to be much better than any of the interjacent Places.
To Leeward from thence, they alter gradually for the 
worse; and Angolan Negro is a Proverb for Worthlessness, 
and they mend (if we may so call it) in that Way, till you 
come to the Hottentots, that is, to the Southernmost Extremity 
of Africa.
I have observed how our Trading is managed for 
Slaves, when obliged to be carried on Board the Ship. Where 
there are Factories (as at Gambia, Sierra Leon, the Gold 
Coast, Whiddah, Calabar, Cabenda, and Angola) we are more 
at large; they are sold in open Market on Shore, and are 
examined by us in like Manner as our Brother Trades do 
Beasts in Smithfield; the Countenance and Stature, a good Set 
of Teeth, Pliancy in their Limbs and Joints, and being free 






The Bulk of them are Country People, stupid as is their 
Distance from the Converse of the Coast-Negroes; eat all Day 
if Victuals is before them, or if not, let it alone without 
Complaint; part without Tears, with their Wives, Children, 
and Country; and are more affected with Pain than Death: Yet 
in this indocile State, the Women retain a Modesty; for 
though stripped of that poor Clout which covers their Nudities 
(as I know the Whiddahs generally do) they will keep squatted 
all the Day long on Board, to hide them.
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The four principal Articles of their Trafick, are, 1. Gold. 2. 
Slaves. 3.Elephant’s Teeth; and, 4. Drugs; under which last 
Article, I comprehend Guinea Grain and Pepper, Civit, 
Cardomums, Indigo, and Gums of several Kinds, particularly, 
Gum-Tragant, Wax, and Red Wood...
Slave Trade
The Slave-Trade is carried on in much the same 
Manner the Gold-Trade is; The Negro Factors and Merchants 
come down to the Coast with their Slaves, agree with the 
Europeans for the Price of them, and the Price of the Goods 
they are to take in Exchange, and a Ship is soon dispatched 
if they act fairly. But if a Merchant delivers any Part of his 
Goods before he has his Slaves, they will make him wait a 
great while for them, and sometimes not bring them at all, 
unless the European Factor finds some Way to make 
Reprisals; And yet it is found necessary to trust these 
people;for as they trade with other Nations beyond them, and 
have not always Effects to purchase Slave, they have no Way 
of getting them, sometimes, unless they can be credited with 
goods to go to Market with, and exchange for Slaves in the 
Inland Country. As Guinea has a Multitude of petty 
Sovereigns, who are frequently at Wars with each other, the 
Slaves are such as are generally taken in these Wars, not only 
Men, but Women and Children; for where they invade a 





all the Inhabitants into Captivity. There are also, a great 
many others, who are made Slaves for Debt, or for some 
Misdemeanour, and not only the Debtor, or Criminal himself 
loses his Liberty, but often times his whole Family, and all 
that are related to him; And it is said, People sell even their 
Wives and Children, where they have offended them, while 
others lessen their Families under an Apprehension that they 
shall not be able to maintain them; and if a Famine, or great 
Scarcity happens, they will sell themselves to one another for 
Bread: It is reported, that one of the petty Princes upon this 
Coast, on some small Disgust, sold a Score of his Wives to 
a Captain of a Ship at once, parting with them with as little 
Reluctance, as a Grazier does with a Score of Sheep; And, in 
times of full Peace nothing is more common than for the 
Negroes of one nation t steal those of another, and sell them 
to the Europeans. There have been Instances, also, of 
Children selling their Fathers and Mothers, when they have 
been weary of them, and wanted to enjoy what they had. 
These are the various Ways by which the unhappy Negroes 
are frequently reduced from flourishing Circumstances to a 
State of Slavary, and brought down to the Coast to be sold to 
the Merchants of Europe.
The first Business after a ship arrives upon the Coast to 
trade for Slaves, is, to pay the Duties, and make a Present to 





of that Part of the Country, for Leave to trade;Then the 
King’s Slaves are to be taken off at almost what Price he 
pleases to set upon them, before the merchant is permitted to 
deal with his Subjects. When the Price is agreed on, the 
European Surgeon views all the slaves naked, Men, Women 
and Children; and the grown Men, that are supposed to be 
above thirty-five Years of Age, ar usually expected to, as are 
all that have any lameness, or other defects, those whose 
Sight fails them, and such as have the Venereal Disease, or 
any other Distemper that is not easily cured; and even the 
Loss of a Tooth is sometimes made an objection. The Infirm 
being set aside, the rest are branded with a hot Iron by the 
Merchant, to distinguish them, and locked up in some Prison, 
till they can be sent on Board; for the Europeans have no 
Forts or Factories, in many Places where they meet with the 
greatest Number of Slaves. The Price of an able-bodied Man 
may be about five Pounds, the Women a fifth Part less,and 
the Children in Proportion to their respective Ages: When 
they are sent on Ship-Board, their former Masters strip them 
of every Rag, so that the Merchant receives them all perfectly 
naked; and thus they generally remain till they come to 
America;though as they are packed close together, 600 or 700 
in a Ship, cold is the least of their Hardships. The Decks are 
divided so that they are forced to lie, or sit double, on the 





with Iron, many Attempts having been made, by the Slaves 
on Board to kill the Ship’s Crew, and run the Ship aground; 
in which some of them have succeeded:Others have jumped 
overBoard, rather trusting to the Mercy of the Sea, than their 
White Masters, from an Apprehension, as our Sailors suggest, 
that they are to be fatted for Slaughter, and devoured by 
White Men. But there seems to be Reason enough for their 
attempting to escape, without any such Apprehension. To be 
carried away from their Country, laid in Irons, and crowded 
together in dismal dark Holes, where they have not Room to 
stand, or sit upright, may very well put them upon attempting 
to escape, if they had no other Views, than the rescuing 
themselves from these barbarous Masters, in whose Service 
they cannot but expect to live very miserably, when they find 
themselves so hardly used at first. No Wonder, therefore, 
that many of them chuse to hazard their Lives, by 
endeavoring to escape, when Life, in such a Traffick as can 
never be justified or defended.
Our English Factors are far from desiring their Slaves 
to become Christians, lest they should understand that our 
Religion teaches us to do as we would be done by; and 
thereupon they should expect to be dealt with like Men, who 
have the same God, the same great Lord and Master.
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The Princes and States of Guinea
In Guinea there are some Sovereign Princes, whose 
Dominions are very extensive, Monarchs rich, powerful, and 
arbitrary; limited by no Laws, or any other Restraints:.. .after 
I have shewn in what State the great Monarchs on this Coast 
live; and particularly, the King of Fidah, or Whiddah. This 
Prince, in the Words of one of the Dutch Factors, is feared 
and reverenced by his Subjects as a Demi-God, who always 
appear in his Presence, either kneeling, or prostrate on the 
Ground:When they attend him in the Morning, they prostrate 
themselves before the Gate of his Palace, kiss the Earth three 
Times, and clapping their Hands together, use some 
Expressions that look more like the Adoration of some Deity, 
than Compliments paid to an earthly Prince; and they even 
tremble at the Sight of him: He has his Viceroys, Governors, 
Generals, and other Officers, as European Princes have, of 
whom, he constantly maintains 4000 or 5000 with Meat and 
Drink; some of whom frequently are permitted to eat in his 
Presence. But no Person whatever is permitted to see his 
Majesty eat, or to know in what Part of the palace he sleeps, 
unless his Wives, of whom the King seldom has less than 
1000. These continually surround him: They are his 
LifeGuards, and frequently sent on his Embassies, and 
employed in executing such commands and Sentences as seem 





Criminals, pull down their Houses, and the like...but he 
spends the greatest Part of his Time at Home in this Palace, 
administering Justice to his Subjects, and transacting Affairs 
of State or conversing with the European Factors or 
Merchants, who find him, usually, in a stately Hall of 
Audience, richly habited in Gold and silver Stuffs:His Wives, 
also, when they attend him, are richly cloathed and adorned 
with Gold,Coral, and glittering Trifles, especially their hair; 
and though the king never eats before Company, it is said he 
will drink very plentifully both with the Europeans and his 
own Subjects.
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The Guinea Negroes usually acknowledge one Supreme 
Almighty Being, that created the Universe; and yet pay him 
no Manner of Worship or Adoration, never praying to him, 
or giving him Thanks for any thing they enjoy:They believe 
he is too far exalted above them to take any Notice of poor 
Mortals; and therefore pray and sacrifice to a Multitude of 
inferior Deities; of which they have some in common to 
whole Nations: And yet every man has one God, or more, of 
his own chusing. Nest to the Being of God, no Principle 
seems to be more generally entertained in this and other 
nations of the World, than that as God is too great to be 
approached and addressed to by Men, he has left the 
Government of the World to inferior Deities, that are ready 
to hear and answer their Prayers, and become Mediators for 
them. The chief Deity of the Fidaians, a considerable 
Kingdom of Guinea, is a Serpent of a particular species, 
whose Bite is not mortal, and he is so well used by his 
Votaries, that he scarce ever attempts to hurt them. They 
addressed themselves to this Animal on the most important 
Occasions, as for seasonable Weather, the Preservation of 
their State, or whatever else concerns the publick Welfare. 
They have also a grand Temple erected in Fidah, dedicated to 
this Serpent, and a lesser in almost every Village, with Priests 





in them. The king annually makes Presents and Offerings to 
the great Temple, consisting of Gold, Cattle, Pieces of Silk, 
and all manner of Meat, Drink, Fruits, and European 
Merchandize, to obtain a plentiful Harvest , and the 
Prosperity of his Kingdom; and if they apprehend any 
Calamity like to befall them, these Offerings are frequently 
repeated.
In this Temple, it is said they always keep a Serpent of 
a monstrous Size, worshipping the Creature, in Person, and 
not in Effigy, and formerly, the King used to go on 
Pilgrimage with his whole Court, annually, to adore this 
Serpent; but of late, deputes a certain Number of his Wives 
to perform this Act of Devotion in his Stead. Once every 
Year, it is pretended, that the Virgins and young Women of 
the country are seized by this Species of Serpents, and 
worked up to a Kind of religious Frenzy; were upon they are 
carried to the Serpent’s Temples in their respective Villages, 
and obliged to remain there for a certain Time, till they return 
to their Senses. They are usually the Wives and Daughters of 
the principal Men of the Place, who thereupon make Presents 
to the Priests and Priestesses;...
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Procession to ye Temple of ye Great Snake
on Crowning ye King from Marchais
Plate 175, No. 100, Vol. 2, Page 377






g. 12 King's Wives with presents.
h. King's Valet de Chambre.
i. 12 King's Wives with provisions, 
k. 3 Dwarfs.
1. Master of the Ceremonies.
m. 12 King's Wives with presents for his Mother.
n. Queen Mother's Chair.
o. the Queen Mother.
p. 3 Ladys of ye Palace.
g. Musick of ye Palace of ye Queens.




In Congo, the most Southern Division of Guinea, I 
include, l.Benguela. 2. Angola. 3 .Congo Proper; and, 4. 
Loango. These are situate between the Equator and Cape 
Negro, which lies in 16 Degrees South Latitude: Most Part of 
these Countries are under the Dominion of the Portuguese, 
who have great Numbers of Negro Princes subject to them... 
4.Loango, situate in 11 Degrees East Longitude, and 2 
Degrees 30 Minutes South Latitude...Loango, situated at the 
Mouth of the great River Zara or Congo.. .Captain Uring 
gives the following Description of the Town and Country of 
Loango, the South-West Coast of Guinea. He says, the Town 
of Loango is about five Miles from the Sea-side, situate in a 
large Plain, and a Champaign Country all round it for many 
Miles, it is near eight Miles in Circumference, very populous 
and lies in 4 Degrees 40 Minutes South latitude, which makes 
their Days and Nights almost equal throughout the year. The 
Air was serene and clear most Part of the Time he remains 
there.
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The Houses of the Inhabitants are low, the Sides of 
them made with Cane, wattled together with Twigs, and 
covered with Leaves or Branches of Trees, of which they 
have many convenient for that Purpose, and consist mostly of 
two or three Rooms, the innermost of which is particularly 
for their women. Most of them have small yard, inclosed in 
the same manner as the Walls of their houses, where are 
generally growing Plantain, Banano, and other Trees, the 
Fruits of which serve them for Food, and the Branches are 
convenient to shade them form the sun, when they have a 
Mind to take the fresh Air, which makes the Town look very 
agreeable. Some of their great Men, and the chief of their 
Merchants, have Cane-Walls of about ten or twelve Feet high, 
which form a Walk about eight Feet wide, reaching near forty 
Yard form the Houses, but with so many windings and 
Turnings, that you go five times that Distance before you 
come to their Habitations; which is all the Grandeur I 
observed in their Buildings. I have been entertained with 
palm-wine and Fruit at many of their Houses. The chiefest 
of their common People’s Food is Cankey, Potatoes, and 
stewed Fish. Their Fish is dressed thus; they take five or six 
fresh Masounge, and put them into an Earthen Pot, with a 
little Water and Palm-Oil, and a great deal of Bird-Pepper, 
and some Salt; over the Fish they lay three or four Pieces of 
small Sticks a-cross, and then fill the Pot with green 
Plantains, and cover it close the fume
44
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Houses and Food 
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of the pot stews the Plantains: This is esteemed an excellent 
savoury Dish. I was prevailed on to taste it, but is was so hot 
of the Pepper, that I could not get the Taste of it out of my 
Mouth for several Hours. There is very little Difference in 
the apparel of the Men and Women, both wearing a Fathom 
of cloth about their Waists, which is tucked in such a 
Manner, that the Comers almost touch the Ground, hanging 
on the Left Side. In the mornings and Evenings, the Women 
have a Fathom to wrap round their Shoulders, which I did not 
observe the Men make use of.
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The City of Loango




D. Royal Wine House.
E. Royal Banqueting House.




I.the Broad way Where those found Guilty by the Imbondo drink, are 
dragged and executed.
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"Dress of Women at Kongo"
ELate 192, Page 4-01
1 /A sbetter 2 m i d d l e V u l g a r  x Slaves .
Dress of the Women at Kongo
Plate 192, No. Ill, Vol. 2, Page 401
Captions
1. the better sort
2. middle sort
3. Vulgar and Slaves
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All Regions
People
Slaves of different Countries
Slaves differ in their Goodness; those from the Gold- 
Coast are accounted best, being cleanest-limbed, and more 
docile in our Settlements than others: But then they are for 
that very Reason more prompt to revenge, and murder the 
Instruments of their Slavery, and also apter in the Means to 
compass it. To Windward they approach in Goodness, as is 
the Distance from the Gold Coast; so as at Gambia or Sierra 
Leon, to be much better than any of the interjacent Places.
To Leeward from thence, they alter gradually for the 
worse; and Angolan Negro is a Proverb for Worthlessness, 
and they mend (if we may so call it) in that Way, till you 
come to the Hottentots, that is, to the Southernmost Extremity 
of Africa.
I have observed how our Trading is managed for 
Slaves, when obliged to be carried on Board the Ship. Where 
there are Factories (as at Gambia, Sierra Leon, the Gold 
Coast, Whiddah, Calabar, Cabenda, and Angola) we are more 
at large; they are sold in open Market on Shore, and are 
examined by us in like Manner as our Brother Trades do 
Beasts in Smithfield; the Countenance and Stature, a good Set 
of Teeth, Pliancy in their Limbs and Joints, and being free 






The Bulk of them are Country People, stupid as is their 
Distance from the Converse of the Coast-Negroes; eat all Day 
if Victuals is before them, or if not, let it alone without 
Complaint; part without Tears, with their Wives, Children, 
and Country; and are more affected with Pain than Death: Yet 
in this indocile State, the Women retain a Modesty; for 
though stripped of that poor Clout which covers their Nudities 
(as I know the Whiddahs generally do) they will keep squatted 
all the Day long on Board, to hide them.
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The chief of their Trade is in Slaves, though they have 
some Elephants Teeth, and Bees-Wax, and have very rich 
Copper mines in the country...I was informed, that the 
greatest Part of their Slaves were brought eight or nine 
hundred Miles out of the Country, which they call Poamboe; 
I take this to be Ethiopia. They used to make Excursions 
nearer Home, in strong parties, and where they found any 
People settled by themselves, and not under the protection of 
any Government, they seized them, and drove them before 
them, as other People do Cattle, till they brought them to a 
trading Town, where they were sold for Slaves; and this is as 
much a Trade among them, as selling Horses, Cows, and 
Sheep, or the like, in other Countries. Those Slaves which 
are brought so far out of the country, are generally very 
ignorant, and dull of apprehension; but those taken nearer the 
Sea-Coast are more quick, especially the People of Loango, 
who are a crafty cunning People, and tolerably ingenious; 
they are most of them tall, strong, and well limbed; and all of 
them are great Lovers of Brandy and Tobacco: They do not 
make so good Slaves as those of the Gold Coast, or Whidah; 
the Reason which is given for it is, that the People of the 
Gold Coast fare hard for Want of Provisions, and ar capable 
to go through more labour, with less Victuals than the Native 
of other Countries, where they have Plenty, as they have in 





Congo, and those Countries form whence these Slaves are 
brought. It seldom happens that any of the Town’s-People 
are sold for Slave, except in Cases of Adultry, or when great 
Men sell some of their Servants for Disobedience.
The Women do all the Drudgery; as Planting, Reaping, 
dressing their Provisions, carrying Burdens, combing their 
Husband’s Hair, twisting it into several Forms, and painting 
their Bodies: They also make Mats. Most of the Bread eaten 
amongst them they call cankey, which is made with Indian 
Com, beat small, which they mix with some Roots, and boil 
in Dumplins, and when they take it out of the Pot, then they 
wrap it up in Leaves, and it will keep five or six days....
Salmon, Thomas. The Universal Travellert or a Comoleate 
Description of the Several Nations of the World By Mr. Salmon. 
Vol. II, London: Printed for Richard Baldwin, at the Rose in 
Paternoster-Row, MDCCLIX. Pages 401-402.
London, England
Government and Ceremony 
The Royal Procession to Parliament
...The state carriage is very massive, and profusely 
decorated with carving and gilding. It is drawn by eight 
cream-coloured horse, the off-horse of each pair being led by 
one of the King’s footmen. The coachman and footmen wear 
scarlet turned up with blue; the postillion blue; and these 
liveries ar almost covered with broad gold lace. His Majesty 
is usually accompanied in the carriage by a Lord of the 
Bedchamber, and the Groom of the Stole, who assist him t 
robe after he arrives at the House. A yeoman of the guards 
walks on each side of the carriage; others of those guards 
keep the middle of the street clear from carriages and horse 
and foot passengers, till the procession is closed.
Phillips, Richard. Modern London: Being the History and 
Present State of the British Metropolis. London: C. Mercier 
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London, England
Government
THE HOUSE OF LORD
The Plate represents his Majesty meeting the parliament 
a the opening a session. The King on this occasion wears the 
coronation robes, which are crimson velvet, trimmed with 
white ermine spotted with black. The coronation diadem is 
on his head, and the sceptre in his right hand. He is seated 
on the throne.
On his right the Prince of Wales is seated in a chair of 
state; and on his left are chairs of state for his six younger 
sons, the Dukes of York, Clarence, Kent, Cumberland, 
Cambridge, and Sussex. On each side are ranged the great 
officers of stat, the Lord Chamberlain, the master of the 
Horse,the Lord Stewart of the Household, &c. the figure in 
the view, immediately on the right of the King is one of the 
great officers of state bearing the Cap of Maintenance; that 
immediately on the left is Lord Chamberlain with a white 
staff in his hand; and the next to him is another great officer 
bearing the sword of state. All the Heralds are also among 
the King’s attendants. The Lord Chancellor’s place is a little 
advanced on the right of the King.
The peer are robed, and standing; as they always are 
when his Majesty is present in parliament, until he signifies 
his permission for them to sit. The archbishops and bishops 
are on the right of the throne; the dukes, marquisses, earls, 
and viscounts, on the left in succession; and the barons stand 





table, and on the left below the fireplace. The four figures on 
the left of the view, with their backs to the spectator, and 
black patches in their wigs, as well as the four on the right of 
the plate, are the Judges, in their dress o f ceremony. The 
figures with their backs to the spectator are the House of 
Commons; the figure in the center being the Speaker, in his 
dress of state. On his right is the Gentleman Usher of the 
Black Rod. The commons stand below the bar, which is a 
dwarf partition running across the room, at the bottom, 
dividing off about on-fifth of its length. Ladies are permitted 
to be present (by peers’ orders) in the manner the Plate 
represents. A few strangers are also admitted below the bar, 
standing behind the Commons; a space (on the right of the 
plate) being raised two steps above the floor, and enclosed 
with a rail, for the foreign ministers and other foreigners of 
distinction.
The robes of the peers are scarlet cloth trimmed with 
white ermine and gold lace, and lined with white silk, the 
Lord Chancellor’s robes, on state occasions, are of black 
figured damask silk ornamented with gold lace. The different 
ranks of the peers are distinguished by the number of broad 
gold laced stripes on each side of the slash on he right side of 
the robe:a duke having four before the arm and for behind;a 
marquis, four before and three behind; an earl, three before 






two before and two behind. The commons (except the 
Speaker) have no dress of state.
The House of Lords is very handsome, but not a 
splendid room. It was formerly the Court of Requests, and 
used merely as a passage to the old House of Lords, which 
was deemed insufficient after the Union, the tapestry and 
other ornaments were removed from the old house. The 
canopy of state is very accurately represented in the Plate:it 
is of crimson velvet, ornamented with gold and silver; the 
arms of the united kingdom, over the chair, being 
embroidered in silk, and the supporters in silver. The throne 
is an armed chair, elegantly carved and gilt, and ornamented 
with crimson velvet and silver embroidery. The chair is 
covered, and its back turned to the House, except when his 
Majesty is present, or when bills are passed by commission.
Before the throne, with an interval of several feet, is a 
woolsack, in the center, which is the seat o f the Lord 
Chancellor, or Lord Speaker, when the King is not present. 
There are two other woolsacks, extending from the latter 
down the room. On these are seated the Judges when they 
attend, to afford legal advice to the House, which they do at 
any time upon order; and also two Masters in Chancery, who 
are in constant attendance upon the House, being their 
messengers to the Commons. Below these woolsacks is a 





progress before the House, and all petitions and other papers 
received by the House. On each side, and across the room at 
the foot, are rows of seats with backs, for the peers. The 
woolsacks, table, and seat, are covered with fine crimson 
baize. The walls are decorated with that beautiful and 
interesting tapestry representing the defeat of the Spanish 
Armada in 1588. It was made by order of the Earl of 
Notttingham, Lord high Admiral and Commander in Chief on 
that glorious day. The Earl sold it to James the first. The 
design was drawn by Cornelius Vroom, and executed by 
Francis Spiering. (Vroom had a hundred pieces of gold for 
his labour. The arras itself cost 1628 pounds sterling.) It was 
not, however put up until the year 1650. The story is divided 
into compartments by broad frames of wainscot; and the 
heads, which form a border to each design, are portraits of 
the several gallant officers who commanded in the English 
fleet on this memorable occasion. The whole floor is covered 
with matting. The House is lighted by three brass branches 
pendant from the roof; and sconces (of bronze, and of a 
peculiarly elegant form,) fixed to the walls.
When the House is in its usual sittings, all the space 
above the Lord Chancellor’s woolsack is deemed out of the 
house, and members of the House of Commons and peers’ 
sons are permitted to stand there. The mace o f the Lord 





purse or bag of state richly ornamented with gold and silver 
embroidery and the royal arms, are placed on the woolsack, 
while the House is sitting. The Commons, as a house, enter 
by large folding doors at the bottom of the room. The door 
for the Lords is at the upper end, and is that which appears 
on the right of the Plate. At that end of the House is the 
king’s robing room. When bills are passed by a commission, 
which is always directed to the great officers of state, the 
three who are present, of whom the Lord Chancellor is 
always one, take their seats in their robes upon a bench 
immediately before the throne, with their hats on; and the 
Commons being sent for, the Speaker and the member, with 
the officers of the house, are introduced by the Gentlemen 
Usher of the Black Rod. The commission being read by one 
of the clerks at the table, and afterwards the titles of the bills, 
the royal assent is pronounced by the Clerk of the Crown, 
who, after bowing three times to the Lords Commissioners, 
if it be a money bill, says, Le Roy remercie ses lovaux sujets. 
accepte leur benevolence et ainsi le veut. For a public bill of 
a general nature, the words are, Le Roy le veut: and if  it be 
a private bill, Soit fait comme il est desiree. But in case the 
king should refuse the bill, the answer is, Le Roys’ avisera.
When bills are brought up from the Commons, the 
Gentlemen Usher of the Black Rod announces at the bar a 





upon which the Lord Chancellor puts the question whether the 
messengers shall be called in; which being ordered, he comes 
down to the bar of the House bearing the bag of state, 
containing the great seal, when the Commons are introduced 
with three bows, and the member who brings up the bill reads 
the title of it at the bar, and then gives it to the Lord 
Chancellor, who, from the woolsack, informs the House of 
the purport of the message. Three Lords are considered as 
sufficient to constitute a house; and prayers are always read 
by the junior Bishop before they proceed to business, except 
it be on a Committee of Privileges, when prayers are read, 
afterwards.
Phillips, Richard. Modern London: Being the History and 
Present State of the British Metropolis. London: C. Mercier 






General Description of London
Though widely different in its essential qualities, 
London possesses those grand features which characterised 
ancient Rome:it is the seat of liberty, the mart of intellect, 
and the envy of nations. It is a magazine so vast that the 
whole world is supplied from its stores:it is the center from 
which diverge roads, canals, and all those outlets of internal 
and foreign commerce the activity of which never slumber...
As in the present work the advantages which are 
enjoyed by London will most of them be recapitulated, it is 
but just, in these introductory remarks, to cursorily notice its 
most stricking defects. Among these, one of the principal is 
its irregularity. The plan of London, in its present state, will 
to the least competent judge appear highly inconvenient, when 
considered as a grand commercial city, built on the banks of 
so moble a river as the Thames. The wharfs and quays on 
each of its shores are many of them extremely mean, 
confined, and inconvenient: what they ought to be may 
perhaps be best conjectured by contemplating the new docks, 
with all their warehouses and appurtenances, that are now 
erecting, and which are likely soon to exhibit a spectacle of 
commercial grandeur, such as the world must envy, but 
cannot equal.






built on declivities, up which it is barely possible to drag 
heavy loads, and killing to the draught horse. Others are so 
narrow as to ensure every difficulty which obstruction can 
offer, and which nothing but the most consummate dexterity 
can escape...
The modem part of London excepted, there is a 
winding irregularity and want of uniform appearance, in many 
of the streets of London, by which it is greatly disfigured, 
and all grandeur of aspect lost. Seen from a height, or even 
from such open places as Westminster-bridge, London 
presents a forest of spires, steeples, and turrets, appertaining 
to churches and other public buildingsryet these churches are 
so built in and locked up among alleys, courts, and streets 
that, with a few exceptions, strangers may traverse he whole 
metropolis without the least knowledge that such large 
buildings have any existence...
London possesses greater architectural beauties than 
foreigners are willing t allow: many of them indeed lie 
concealed, except from the eye of the determined research;but 
as expense and the manners of the English have occasioned 
the houses of this city to be built of brick, and generaly on a 
confined scale, that grandeur which massive stones and lofty 





be seen in this city; it is therefore accused, very 
inconsiderately, o f being contemptible in its buildings. To 
live within his own family, free from interruption, contest, or 
intrusion, to have apartments that are clean and warm, 
adapted to their several purposes, and in every respect 
convenient, is the Englishman’s delight; and to effect all these 
the architect exerts his utmost skill...
...It stretches along the banks of the river thames, 
which here winds so as to give the utmost aid that can be 
afforded by the disposition of its water, to the commerce, 
embellishment, and salubrious ventilation of the town. This 
river, though far from the largest, is said to be the most 
commodious for commerce of any the world afford. In all 
seasons of the year it is filled with fleets that are incessantly 
departing for or returning from every near and distant 
climate. Being sixty miles distant from the sea, London, 
profiting by this beautiful river, enjoys every benefit of 
navigation, without the danger of being surprised by foreign 
fleets or the inconvenience of being annoyed by the moist 
vapours of the sea. It rises regularly from the water side, 
and, extending from east to west in a kind of amphitheatre on 
the north bank, is continued for nearly twenty miles in every 
direction by successive populous villages, the country seats of 







The length of London from Hyde-park comer to Poplar, 
is above seven miles; exclusive of houses that on each side 
line the principal roads to the distance of several miles in 
every direction, so that strangers often imagine themselves 
there long before they arrive. Its breadth is irregular, being, 
at the narrowest part, little more than half a mile; and, at the 
broadest, almost four m iles.....London is, probably the most 
healthy capital of Europe...
From the report on the population of England, 
published on the authority of an act passed in the 43 Geo. m . 
London, including the suburbs, appears to contain 837,956 
settled inhabitants; but the great number of soldiers, mariners 
provincial visitors, and foreigners, who are constantly in 
London for the purposes of business or pleasure, increases the 
population to at least 900,000....
Phillips, Richard. Modern London; Being the History and 
Present State of the British Metropolis. London: C. Mercier 




The houses in London are many of them built on a 
uniform plan, consisting of three or four stories above 
ground,with one under the level of the streets, containing the 
kitchen and cellars. In each story is a large room in front, 
and in the back is a smaller room, and the staircase. This is 
spoken only of the general class of houses, those of the 
nobility and persons of wealth and fashion, though mostly 
plain and simple in the exterior, have numerous spacious and 
elegant apartments. Water is conveyed, three times a week, 
into almost every house, by leaden pipes, and preserved in 
cisterns, or other reservoirs, in such quantities that the 
inhabitants have a constant and even lavish supply. Nothing 
can be more commodious or cleanly than the interior of 
private houses; and this character may be extended, with few 
exceptions, to lodging-hotels, taverns and coffee-houses.
Phillips, Richard. Modern London; Being the History and 
Present State of the British Metropolis. London: C. Mercier 




Courtesy Colonial Williamsburg Foundation 
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S. & N. Buck
This Drawing, taken from Mr Everard's Summer-house, opposite 
to St. Bride's church and Engraved by S & N. Buck, is 
published according to the Act of Parliamt Septr 11th 1749. 
Garden-Court Nol. Middle Temple, London
The Old Print Shop
DIMENSIONS: Overall: 18" x 32 3/4";
Plate 12 1/2" x 32 1/2"
CONDITION: Good. The plate has the deep fold line of these large sheet
prints, and it is in weak condition, but the plate is only 
slightly soiled.
DESCRIPTION: Part of the overall view of London taken from across the
river Thames. The river has the usual boat 
activities. .Large and small. The town sits to the rear 
of the river. The following buildings are identified in 
this section of the continuation of view:
31.Somerset House
32.St. George's Bloomsbury
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COUNTRY: English
DATE: Sep. 11th 1749
MAKER: S. & N. Buck
MARKS:
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This drawing, taken from the West part of the Leads of St. 
Mary Overy's Church in Southwark and Engraved by S. & N. Buck 
is publish'd according to Act of Parliamt. Sept 1749. No. 1 
Garden Court, Middle Temple London. Plate #44
The Old Print Shop
DIMENSIONS: overall: 18" x 34"; plate 12 1/2" x 32 1/2"
CONDITION: Good. The deep fold of the large print is through the center 
and weakened, but the plate only a slightly soiled.
Description: A continuation of the view of London with the following
buildings identified. The usual variety of boats may be 













61.St. Nicholas Cole Abby
62.St. Pauls Cathedral





68.St. James Garlich Hill
69.St. Mathew's
70.St Vedest alias St. Foster's
71.Allhallow*s Breadstreet
72.Dowgate Stairs
73.St. Mary's Alder Mary
74.St. Michael Colarts Hill
75.St. Mary le Bow
76.Steel Yard Stairs
77.St. Alban's Wood Street
78.All Hallows Stair
79.St. Antholin's
80.St. Stephen's Coleman Str.





Courtesy Colonial Williamsburg Foundation 
Department of Collections
ACCESSION NO.:Colonial Williamsburg Foundation 63-96
MATERIALS: Line engraving, hand colored
COUNTRY: London, England
DATE: Septr 11th 1749
STYLE:
MAKER: S. & N. Buck
MARKS: This drawing taken from the West part of the Leads of St. Mary
Overy's Church in Southwark and Engrav'd by S. & B, Buck is 
published according to Act of Parliamt. Septr 11th. 1749. 
No. 1
SOURCE: Garden Court, Middle Temple London. Plate #45.
DIMENSIONS: 18" X 34"; plate 12 1/2" x 32"
CONDITION: Good. The plate has the deep center fold which is pretty good
condition. However the plate is more soiled and foxed than
others in the group.
DESCRIPTIONS: A Continuation and the start of the view of London from 
the river. The numbers start with the end 83-90, but 
then also have the 1-40. Again the variety of boats are 
seen in the river, and this one of course has London 
Bridge cutting through the center going to right Bottom. 
The buildings are identified as follows:
83.Old Street Bridge 90.Mansion House
84.St. Lawrence Jewry l.St. Swithin's85.St. Martin's 2. St. Margaret's Lothbury
86.Waterman's Hall 3.St. Christopher's
87.Coleharbour Stairs 4. St. Mary ab-Church
88.Allhallow's 5. St. Mary Woolnoth89.St. Stephen's Walbrook 6.St. Bartholomew's
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7.Royal Exchange 
8.Old Swan Stairs 
9.St. Benedict's 
10.St. Clement's Eastcheap 
11.St. Edmond the King's 
12.St. Michael's Cornhill 
13.St. Michael's Crooked Lane
14.Fishmongers Hall
15. Allhallow's
16.St. Peter's Cornhill 






22.St. Dionas back Church
23.St. George's
24.Christ Ch:Spittlefields;
2 5.St. Margaret Patten's 
26.St. Mary at Hill 
27.St. Bololph's Aldgate 
















One cause of the general salubrity of London may be 
traced to the food of its inhabitants. Perhaps there is no city 
on earth where the labouring people, and certainly none 
where the middling classes, enjoy so large a share in the 
necessaries and inferior comforts of life as in this metropolis; 
and a generous diet is no doubt a powerful agent in the health 
as well as the happiness of a people. The great quantity of 
animal food consumed in London demonstrates the excellent 
condition of the inhabitants; for though there are wealthy 
persons who waste animal food in the composition of certain 
dishes, yet their number is so small that the waste cannot 
occasion any very sensible decrease in so large an estimate...
Animal Food—The number of bullocks annually 
consumed in London is stated at 110,000; of sheep and 
lambs, 776,000; calves, 210,000; hogs, 210,000; sucking-pigs, 
60,000; besides animals of other kinds...
Milk—The herds of milch cows in the vicinity of 
London excite surprise in foreigners, yet few of them suspect 
the amount of the consumption of milk, which is not less than 
6,980,000 gallons annually...
Vegetables and Fruits—There are 10,000 acres of 
ground, near the metropolis, cultivated for vegetables, and 
about 4,000 acres for fruit, to supply the london consumption. 





annualy is about 645,000 1.; and for fruit which, on the 
average, is more than 2001. per cent, making the entire cost 
of vegetables and fruit for the London supply upward of 
3,000,000 1. sterling.
Wheat, Coals, Ale, and Porter, &c.~The yearly 
consumption of wheat in London is 700,000 quarters, each 
containing eight Winchester bushels; of coals, 600,000 
chaldrons, 36 bushels in each chaldron; of ale and porter, 
1,113,500 barrels each containing 36 gallons; spiritous liquors 
and compounds, 11,146,782 gallons; wine, 32,500 tons; 
butter, about 16,600,000 pounds, and of cheese, 21,100,000 
pounds.
Fish. Poultry. & c.~The quantity of fish consumed in 
London is comparatively small, fish being excessively dear; 
and this is perhaps the most culpable defect in the supply of 
the capital, considering that the rivers of Britain, and the seas 
round her coast, teem with that elegant and useful food. On 
an average, there are not anually more than 14,500 boats of 
cod,and other sea-fish, brought to the London market; 
exclusive of mackarel, which is sometimes plentiful, and 
tolerably cheap. Poultry is seldom at the table of any but the 
wealthy or the Luxurious: owing to the state of agriculture, 
the supply is inadequate to general consumption, and the price 
exorbitant.
Phillips, Richard. Modern London; Being the History and 
Present State of the British Metropolis. London: C. Mercier 





London is distinguished by the number and variety of 
its places of worship. It contains 116 churches of the 
established religion; 62 chapels of ease, being chapels of the 
established religion in parishes the population of which is too 
great for the magnitude of their respective churches; 11 
Roman Catholic chapels; 17 churches and chapels belonging 
to foreign protestants; 6 synagogues, or places of worship of 
the Jews; and 132 meeting-houses belonging to different 
English protestants, that dissent from the established religion; 
making a total of 344...
London is the king’s winter residence, and the sea of 
government: exclusive of the Queen’s palace, and Carlton- 
house, the residence of the Prince of Wales, it contains four 
palaces that belong to the crown; nine supreme courts of 
justice, 38 inferior courts, besides four ecclesiastical courts, 
12 institutions for the study of the law, called inns of court; 
and a multitude of public offices, for the fiscal and other 
departments of government.
Phillips, Richard. Modern London: Being the History and
Present State of the British Metropolis. London: C. Mercier 
and Co. Northumberland-court Strand, 1805. Pages 126-128.
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Lesson 2
Chained and Disunited 
from Family and Country
Introduction
In Lesson 1, students discussed the rich culture of Africa and Great 
Britain. In Lesson 2, students will discuss the process of being taken as 
a slave and the emotional and physical impact on Africans. Students will 
discuss these areas by using an eighteenth-century etching, "Trait Des 
Negres."
Objectives
Given the Print "Trait Des Negres" students will make observations 
and list five inferences about the physical and emotional impact of 
being enslaved.
Given the Print "Trait Des Negres" students will make observations 
and list five inferences about the European's role in enslaving 
Africans.
Given inferences, students will list other sources that may be 













The teacher will explain that 
some immigrants were forced to 
come to North America. This 
segment of the society included 
British convicts and Africans. 
Project image of "Trait de 
Negres" onto the Butcher Paper. 
The image should be life size 
and cover the wall from floor 
to ceiling.
Explain to the students they 
are making observations only. 
They may only describe what can 
be physically seen in the 
slide. Ask the students to 
look closely at the slide 
image. Ask one student to come 
to the front of the room. This 
student will select one person 
in the slide. Ask the student 
to describe this person.
Ask another student to come to 
the slide image and describe 
another person.
STUDENTS
2. The student may select the
Negro in the boat. The student 
may answer: He is black. He
has a cloth around his waist. 
He has chains on his wrists. 
He looks as if he is crying.
3. The student may choose the man 
raising a stick against a 
Negro. The student will
describe the man as having 
English clothes and raising a 
stick against the black man. 
The white man is holding the 
black man by the arm.
Ask other students to come to 4. Students will describe each
the slide image. Select other person,
students until all characters 
have been selected.
After students have described a 
person/ ask them to wait at the 
side of the slide image as 
other students make their 
observations.
TEACHERS
Ask the students to make 
inferences about what is
happening in the slide. 
Students will make educated 
guesses or draw relationships 
from the original observations. 
As students make their 
inferences, write them on the 
overhead projector. You will 
need these for Lesson 3.
Students will support their 
inferences with observations. 
Students who have not made 
observations about a person in 
the slide will make an
inference about what is 
happening in the picture. Who 
are the people? How do the 
people feel? Ask the students 
to defend their answers.
To assess the students' 7
understanding of their 
inferences, the teacher will 
now ask another student to come 
to the front of the room to act 
as a reporter. The teacher 
will ask each student at the 
front of the room to take the 
pose of the person they 
observed. Students may use 
props such as the towels and a 
stick to recreate their person.
STUDENTS
Students will make inferences 
such as:
a. Europeans fear the 
Africans. The man in 
the boat is in chains. 
Two men are subduing one 
black man.
b. The woman is being taken 
away from her husband 
and child. The child 
appears to be reaching 
out to the mother. The 
man and woman are 
looking longingly at 
each other.
c. The Africans are afraid 
to leave their country. 
The man is crying in the 
boat.
d. The Africans are praying 
for help. Both man and 
woman have their hands 
clasped to pray.
e. The Africans will go to 
a cold place. Their 
captors have on more 
clothes than they do.
f. A slave is trying to 
escape. Two men are 
holding the African man.
g. Traders are fighting 
over the ownership of a 
slave. The two men are 
pulling on one African.
h. I will die. The slave 
in the boat is crying.
The interviewer will now ask 
students to describe their 
feelings and why they feel 
this way. The students may 
answer, "I am sad because I am 
loosing my baby." "I am scared 
because I am loosing my 
mother." "I am angry because 
another slave trader grabbed 
the same healthy male slave." 
"I pray to god this will end 
because I am frightened.”
TEACHERS STUDENTS
8. Ask the students to identify 
other sources that may help to 
prove their inferences are 
correct.
8 . Students may answer: journals, 
newspapers, letters, account 
books, and other prints.
9. The teacher will then keep the 
acetate with the inferences. 
She may use this after she 
completes lesson 3. Students 
will discover whether their 
inferences are correct in 
Lesson 4. In the next lesson, 
students will read accounts, 
written by an African and 





Courtesy Colonial Williamsburg Foundation 
Department of Collections
ACCESSION NO.: Colonial Williamsburg Foundation 1989-298 
MATERIALS: black and white etching (hard-ground) on woven paper
COUNTRY: Paris, France
DATE: 1790-91
MAKER: Painted by George Moriand, engraved by Rollet
SOURCE: Waterloo Fine Arts, 40 Bloomberg Way, London WCI, England
DIMENSIONS: OH: 16 7/8" OW: 19 7/8"
CONDITION: good-substantial repairs on boarders, one repair in center,
some surface dirt
DESCRIPTION: Engraving made from the earliest recorded painting of a
slave-trading scene - George Morland "Execrable Human 
Traffic," 1788. The intention of the image was to 
bring to the public eye the inhumanity of the slave 
trade. The image was probably inspired by earlier 
French anti-slavery book illustration and contemporary 
English abolitionist literary descriptions. Many of 
Morland's images in this print can be traced to specific 
literary accounts. The well-dressed brutal Europeans 
are contrasted with the emotional, half-naked Africans. 
In the foreground, a woman with her child clinging to 
her is being taken to a boat and a formidable African 
man is being subdued by two European men. The 
background depicts a variety of tiny images of slaves 
being rounded up into boats.
Approximate translation of the text on the print:
"What infamous deed of a merchant, who is not apparently 
a person. The other sells the property of nature." 
"This vile trade is abolished by the National Convention 
on the 16th Pluvius, the Second Year of the French 
Republic, one and indivisible."
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Lesson 3
The M iddle Passage
Introduction:
Students have completed Lesson 2 and have made inferences about 
Africans being sold. In Lesson 3, students will use primary sources to 
search for evidence which they can use to prove their inferences true or 
false.
Objectives:
Given inferences made in Lesson 2 about the feelings of Africans 
when enslaved and sold, students will either validate or disprove 
their inferences.
Given a list of inferences, students will state at least five 
resources that will provide information to validate the accuracy of 
their inferences.
Given documents of the period, students will recognize bias and 
point of view in primary documents.
Materials:
Diary entries of Olaudah Equiano
Segments of letters from Dr. George Pinckard.
Entry from Thomas Phillips' Journal
Entry from An Account of the Slave Trade on the Coast of Africa by 
Alexander Falconbridge 
Drawing of slave ship from Black Mother 
Worksheets 3A, 3B
Suggested Teacher Strategy:
1. Divide the class into groups of four students, the teacher will give 
each member of the group an assignment of recorder, reader, 
observer, and leader.
2. Distribute the packs of materials and worksheets to the students. 
Some groups will discuss entries relating to travel and other groups 
will discuss entries relating to the selling of slaves. Give the 
students fifteen minutes to read their documents. Ask the students 
to make observations about the letters and journal entries. 
Students will use the Worksheet 3A to record their observations. 
Students will use their observations to support their inferences 
from Lesson 2.
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3. The teacher will now show the acetate sheet from Lesson 2 with the 
students' inferences. The teacher will review each inference. 
Students will support or disprove their inferences according to the 
point of view of their writer.
4. Ask the students to compare the writings of Olaudah Equiano and Dr.
Pinckard. Do these two men have the same idea about the conditions 
of the Middle Passage? Why are their opinions different? Who were 
the journals or letters written for?
5. For further proof of the conditions on the slave ships, ask the
students read Alexander Falconbridge's account of the Blave trade. 
Students will complete Worksheet 3B. The teacher will now take the 
students to an activity room or the playground. Ask the students to 
draw a scale figure of a ship according to the enclosed diagram and 
their computations. Ask the students to pack a portion of the ship 
as it is drawn in the diagram.
6. To conclude the lesson, the teacher will give the students fifteen
minutes to do a free writing exercise. Students will write a letter 
and draw a picture describing either what they saw and felt as an 
African on a slave ship or at a slave auction. Students will then 
write a letter from the point of view of a European sailor who has 
just brought slave to be sold in the Colonies.








In 1756, Olaudah Equiano was eleven years old when 
he was taken as a slave. He was bom the son of a tribal chief 
in the interior of Nigeria about 1745. He was sold two times 
in Africa and on the third time, he was sold at a slave market 
on the coast of Guinea. After reaching Barbados, he was sold 
to a Virginia plantation owner. Later he was purchased by 
and English ship’s captain. He learned English, became a 
skilled seaman, and was baptized. In 1766, he bought his 
freedom for L40. He died in 1797. He wrote his 
autobiography in 1789.
Below is a passage from his autobiography discussing 
the voyage to Barbados.
...Thus I continued to travel, sometimes by land, sometimes 
by water, through different countries and various nations, till, 
at the end of six or seven months after i had been kidnapped, 
I arrived at the sea coast...
The first object which saluted my eyes when I arrived 
on the coast, was the sea, and a slave ship, which was then 
riding at anchor, and waiting for its cargo. These filled me 
with astonishment, which was soon converted into terror, 
when I was carried on board. I was immediately handled, 
and tossed up to see if I were sound, by some of the crew; 
and I was now persuaded that I had gotten into a world of bad 
spirits, and that they were going to kill me. Their 
complexions, too, differing so much from ours, their long 
hair, and the language they spoke (which was very different 




united to confirm me in this belief. Indeed, such were the 
horrors of my views and fears at the moment, that, if ten 
thousand worlds had been my own, I would have freely 
parted with them all to have exchanged my condition with that 
of the meanest slave in my own country. When I looked 
round the ship too, and saw a large furnace of copper boiling, 
and a multitude of black people of every description chained 
together, every one of their countenances expressing dejection 
and sorrow, I no longer doubted of my fate; and, quite 
overpowered with horror and anguish, I fell motionless on the 
deck and fainted. When I recovered a little, I found some 
black people about me, who I believed were some of those 
who had brought me on board, and had been receiving their 
pay; they talked to me in order to cheer me, but al in vain. 
I asked them if we were not to be eaten by those white men 
with horrible looks, red faces, and long hair. They told me 
I was not, and one of the crew brought me a small portion of 
spirituous liquor in a wine glass; but, being afraid of him, I 
would not take it out of his hand. One of the black, 
therefore, took it from him and gave it to me, and I took a 
little down my palate, which, instead of reviving me, as they 
thought it would, threw me into the greatest consternation at 
the strange feeling it produced, having never tasted any such 
liquor before. Soon after this, the blacks who brought me on 




I now say myself deprived of all chance of returning to 
my native country, or even the least glimpse of hope of 
gaining the shore, which I now considered as friendly; and I 
even wished for my former slavery i preference to my present 
situation, which was filled with horrors of every kind, still 
heightened by my ignorance of what I was to undergo. I was 
not long suffered to indulge my grief; I was soon put down 
under the decks, and there I received such a salutation in my 
nostrils as I had never experienced in my life; so that, with 
the loathsomeness of the stench, and crying together, I 
became so sick and low that I was not able to eat, nor 
had I the least desire to taste anything. I now wished for the 
last friend, death, to relieve me; but soon, to my grief, two 
of the white men offered me eatables; and, on my refusing to 
eat, one of them held me fast by the hands, and laid me 
across, I think, the windlass, and tied my feet, while the other 
flogged me severely. I had never experienced anything of 
this kind before, and, although not being used to the water, 
I naturally feared that element the first time I saw it, yet, 
nevertheless, would I have got over the netting, I would have 
jumped over the side, but I could not; and besides, the crew 
used to watch us very closely who were not chained down to 
the decks, lest we should leap into the water; and I have seen 
some of these poor African prisoners most severely cut, for 




this indeed was often the case with myself. In a little time 
after, amongst the poor chained men, I found some of my 
own nation, which in a small degree gave ease to my mind. 
I inquired of these what was to be done with us? They gave 
me to understand, we were to be carried to these white 
people’s country to work for them. I then was a little 
revived, and thought if it were no worse than working, my 
situation was not so desperate; but still I feared I should be 
put to death, the white people looked and acted, as I thought, 
in so savage a manner; for I had never seen among any 
people such instances of brutal cruelty; and this not only 
shown toward us blacks but also to some of 
the whites themselves. One white man in particular I saw, 
when we were permitted to be on deck, flogged so 
unmercifully with a large rope near the foremast, that he died 
in consequence of it; and they tossed him over the side as 
they would have done a brute...
(When another ship approached, Olaudah was put below 
the decks. This was his description.) At last, when the ship 
we were in, had got in all her cargo, they made ready with 
many fearful noises, and we were all put under deck, so that 
we could not see how they managed the vessel. But this 
disappointment was the least of my sorrow. The stench of the 
hold while we were on the coast was so intolerably 
loathsome, that it was dangerous to remain there for any time, 





fresh air; but now that the whole ship’s cargo were confined 
together,
it became absolutely pestilential. The closeness of the place, 
and the heat of the climate, added to the number in the ship, 
which was so crowded that each had scarcely room to turn 
himself, almost suffocated us. This produced copious 
perspirations, so that the air soon became unfit for 
respiration, from a variety of loathsome smells, and brought 
on a sickness among the slave, of which many died-thus 
falling victims to the improvident avarice, as I may call it, of 
their purchasers. This wretched situation was again 
aggravated by the galling of the chains, now became 
insupportable, and the filth of the necessary tubs, into which 
the children often fell, and were almost suffocated. The 
shrieks of the women, and the groans of the dying, rendered 
the whole scene of horror almost inconceivable. Happily 
perhaps for myself, I was soon reduced so low here that it 
was thought necessary to keep me almost always on deck; and 
from my extreme youth I was not put in fetters. In this 
situation I expected every hour to share the fate of my 
companions, some of whom were almost daily brought upon 
deck at the point of death, which I began to hope would soon 
put an end to my miseries. Often did I think many of the 
inhabitants of the deep much more happy than myself. I 
envied them the freedom they enjoyed, and as often wished 
I could change my condition for theirs. Every circumstance 
I met with, served only to render my state more painful, and 





...One day, when we had a smooth sea and moderate wind, 
two of my wearied countrymen who were chained together (I 
was near them at the time), preferring death to such a life of 
misery, somehow made through the nettings and jumped into 
the sea; immediately, another quite dejected fellow, who, on 
account of his illness, was suffered to be out of irons, also 
followed their example; and I believe many more would very 
soon have done the same, if  they had not been prevented by 
the ship’s crew, who were instantly alarmed. Those of us 
that were the most active, were in
a moment put down under the deck; and there was such a 
noise and confusion amongst the people of the ship as I never 
heard before, to stop her, and get the boat out to go after the 
slave. However, tow of the wretches were drowned, but 
they got the other, and afterwards flogged him unmercifully, 
for thus attempting to prefer death to slavery. In this manner 
we continued to undergo more hardships than I can now 
relate, hardships which are inseparable from this accursed 
trade. Many a time we were near suffocation from the want 
of fresh air, which we were often without for whole days 
together. This, and the stench of the necessary tubs, carried 
off many.
Bontempts, Arna. Great Slave Narratives. Boston: Beacon 




Many merchants and planters now came on board 
though it was in the evening. They put us in separate parcels, 
and examined us attentively. They also made us jump, and 
pointed to the land, signifying we were to go there. We 
thought by this, we should be eaten by these ugly men, as 
they appeared to us; and, when soon after we were all put 
down under the deck again, there was much dread and 
trembling among us, and nothing but bitter cries to be heard 
all the night from these apprehensions, insomuch, that at last 
the white people go some old slaves from the land to pacify 
us. They told us we were not to be eaten, but to work, and 
were soon to go on land, where we should see many of our 
country people, this report eased us much. And sure 
enough, soon after we were landed, there came to us Africans 
of all languages.
We were conducted immediately to the merchant’ yard, 
when we were all pent up together, like so many sheep in a 
fold, with out regard to sex or age...
We were not many days in the merchant’s custody, 
before we were sold after their usual manner, which is this: 
On a signal given (as the beat of a drum), the buyers rush at 
once into the yard where the slave are confined, and make 
choice of that parcel they like best. The noise and clamor 
with which this is attended, and the eagerness visible in the 
countenances of the buyers, serve not a little to increase the 
apprehension of terrified Africans, who may well be supposed 




they think themselves devoted. In this manner, without 
scruple, are relations and friends separated, most of them 
never to see each other again. I remember, in the vessel in 
which I was brought over, in the men’s apartment, there were 
several brothers, who, in the sale, were sold in different lots; 
and it was very moving on this occasion, to see and hear their 
cries at parting.
Bontempts, Arna. Great Slave Narratives. Boston: Beacon 




Dr. George Pinckard, a member of the Royal College 
of Physicians in Great Britain, accompanied a British military 
expedition to the West Indies in 1795 as deputy inspector- 
general of the hospitals for the army. The entries come from 
letters he wrote home about his experiences while he was in 
Barbados. He visited two slave ships, one American, and one 
British.
Dr. Pinckard describes an American ship which had 
arrived from the coast of Guinea. This ship was bound for 
Savanna, Georgia.
The cargo consisted of a hundred and thirty slave, of 
whom two-thirds were males and one-third females. The two 
sexes were kept separate by a partition, or bulk-head, built 
from side to side, across the ship, allotting thee waist to the 
men, and to the women, the quarterdeck. A great majority 
of them were very young, being from ten to eighteen years of 
age. We were pleased to observe that an air of cheerfulness 
and contentment prevailed among them. In a few only we 
remarked despondency, and dejection of countenance. Both 
sexes were without apparel, having only a narrow band of 
blue cloth put around the waist, and brought to fasten before, 
so to serve the office of a fig-leaf, worn by our first parents 
in the fruitful garden of Eden.
...M any of them had marks upon the skin which appeared to 
have been made by cutting instruments. These, we learned, 




nation to which they belonged. Some had their teeth cut, or 
filed to sharp points, giving them a very hideous and canine 
appearance. They looked well fed and healthy, although 
some had an eruption, called the cra-cra upon the skin.
...W e saw them dance, and heard them sing. In 
dancing they scarcely moved their feet, but threw about their 
arms and twisted and writhed their bodies into a multitude of 
disgusting and indecent attitudes. Their song was a wild and 
savage yell, devoid of all softness and harmony, and loudly 
chanted in harsh monotony.
Their food is chiefly rice which they prepare by plain 
and simple boiling. At the time of messing they squat around 
the bowl in large bodies, upon their heels and haunches, like 
monkies, each putting his paws into the platter to claw out the 
rice with his fingers. We saw several of them employed in 
beating the red husks off the rice, which was done by 
pounding the grain in wooden mortars with wooden pestles 
sufficiently long to allow them to stand upright while beating 
the mortars placed at their feet. This appeared to be a labour 
of cheerfulness. They beat the pestle in tune to the song and 
seemed happy; yet nothing of industry marked their toil, for 
the pounding was performed by indolently raising the pestle 
and then leaving it to fall from its own weight.
I’m almost happy to conclude my report of this visit by 
informing you that we discovered no marks of those horrors 




practiced on board the ships occupied in this sad traffic of 
human flesh, and which are represented so frightfully 
augmenting in the manifold ills of slavery. Chains, stripes 
and severities did not seem to have been in the catalogue of 
means employed in conveying these poor Africans to their 
American masters.
Our minds, necessarily, suffered in contemplating the 
degrading practices of civilized beings toward the less 
cultivated brethren of their species; but the eye was not 
shocked by the abuses of tyranny and inhumanity. The 
comfort and health of the slaves were promoted with every 
care. Being fond of washing in cold water, they were 
encouraged to free use of it; and their persons, as well as the 
whole ship, were kept remarkably clean.
They were plentifully fed, and in the daytime were dispersed 
about the ship, so as to be prevented as much as possible 
from assembling together in close unwholesome crowds. 
Mirth and gaiety were promoted among them ...I may truly 
say, that a more general air of contentment reigned among 
them than could have been expected.
They seemed to regard the master of the vessel more in 
affection than fear; and although strictly obedient, they did 
not appear to be at all under the influence of terror...
Pinckard, Dr. George. "Notes on the West Indies." In 
Black Vovaae Eyewitness accounts of the Atlantic Slave Trade, 





Dr. Pinckard attended the sale of a cargo of slaves from 
a Dutch ship at the new town of Amsterdam in the West 
Indies. It was a festive day, a kind of "public fair."
The fair being opened, and the crowd assembled, these 
unpitied sable beings were exposed to the hammer of public 
auction. A long table was placed in the middle of a large 
room, at one end was seated the auctioneer, at the other was 
placed a chair for the Negroes to stand upon, in order to be 
exposed to the view of the purchasers; who were sitting at the 
sides of the table, or standing about the different parts of the 
room. All being in readiness, the slaves were brought in, one 
at a time, and placed upon the chair before the bidders, who 
handled and inspected them, with as little concern as if  they 
had been examining cattle in Smithfield market. They turned 
them about, felt them, viewed their shapes and limbs, and 
looked into their mouths, made them jump and throw out their 
arms, and subjected them to all the means of trial as if 
dealing for a horse or other brute animal. Indeed the 
indelicacy shown towards the poor defenceless African, by 
some of these dealers in their species was not less unmanly 
and disgusting than it was insulting to humanity.
We were shocked to observe women in the room who 
had come to the fair for the express purpose of purchasing 
slave. Nay, even children were brought to point the lucky 
finger and the boy or girl, thus chosen, was bought by papa 




superstitious mama to give young massa or m issy...
In the course of the sale, a tall and robust Negro, on 
being brought into the auction room, approached the table 
with a fine Negress hanging upon his arm. The man was 
ordered to mount the chair. He obeyed, though manifestly 
with reluctance. His bosom heaved and grief was in his eye. 
he woman remained in the crowd. A certain price was 
mentioned to set the purchase forward, and the bidding 
commenced.
But the slave, being desired to exhibit the activity of his 
limbs, and to display his person, sunk his chin upon his breast 
and hung his head in positive refusal. Then looking at the 
woman, he made signs expressive of great distress. Next, he 
pointed to her, and then to the chair, evidently intimating that 
he desired to have her placed by his sid...N ot obtaining 
immediate acquiescence, he became agitated and impatient. 
The sale was interrupted, and as he could not be prevailed 
upon to move a single muscle by way of exhibiting his 
person, the proceedings were at a stand. He looked again at 
the woman, again pointed to the chair, held up two fingers to 
the auctioneer, and implored the multitude in anxious 
suppliant gestures. Upon his countenance was marked the 
combined expressions of sorrow, affection and alarm. He 
grew more and more restless, and repeated signs which 
seemed to say—’Let us be sold together. Give me my heart’s 





will be content to wear out my life in the heavy toils of 
bondage.
It was the nature that spoke—and her language could not 
be mistaken. Humanity could no longer resist the appeal and 
it was universally agreed that they should make but one lot. 
A second chair was brought and the woman was placed at the 
side of her husband. His countenance instantly brightened. 
He hung upon the neck of his wife, and embraced her with 
rapture—then folding her in his arms, and pressing her to his 
bosom, he became composed, and looked round with a smile 
of complacency, which plainly said, ’Proceed—I am yours, 
your, or yours! Let this be the associate of my toils, and I 
am satisfied.’
The bidding was renewed. They exhibited marks of 
health and strength and quickly the tow were sold together for 
1650 guilders.
The price of these poor degraded blacks varied from 
600 to 900 guilders, according to their age and strength, or 
their appearance being healthy or otherwise. The boys and 
girls were sold for 600 or 700 guilders. Some of the men 
fetched as high as 900 and the women were knocked down at 
about 800.
Pinckard, Dr. George. "Notes on the West Indies.” In 
Black Vovaoe Eyewitness accounts of the Atlantic Slave Trade, 





Captain Thomas Phillips, master of the Hannibal of 
London, leaves a stark picture of life aboard his ship on a 
slaving voyage to Africa in 1693-1694.
They are fed twice a day, at 10 in the morning and 4 in 
the evening, which is the time they are aptest to mutiny, 
being all upon deck; therefore all that time, those of our men 
who are not employ’d in distributing their victuals to them, 
and settling them, stand to their arms; and some with lighted 
matches at the great guns that yawn upon them, loaded with 
partridge, till they have done and gone down t their kennels 
between deck. Their chief diet is call’d dabbadabb, being 
Indian com ground as small as oat-meal in iron mills, which 
we carry for that purpose; and after mix’d with water and 
boil’d well in a large copper furnace, till ’tis as thick as 
pudding. About a peckful of which in vessels, call’d crews, 
is allow’d to 10 men, with a little salt, malagetta and palm 
oil, to relish.
They are divided into messes of ten each, for the easier 
and better order in serving them. Three days a week they 
have horse-beans boil’d for their dinner and supper, great 
quantities of which the African Company sends aboard for 
that purpose, these beans the Negroes extremely love and 
desire, beating their breast, eating them and crying ’Pram, 
Pram" which is ’Very Good.’ They are indeed the best diet 
for them, having a binding quality, and consequently good to 
prevent the flux, which is the inveterate distemper that most 




The men are all fed upon the main deck and forecastle, 
that we may have them under command of our arms from the 
quarter-deck, in case of disturbances. The women eat upon 
the quarter-deck with us and the boys and girls upon the 
poop. After they are once divided into messes, and appointed 
their places, they will readily run there in good order of 
themselves afterwards. When they have eaten their victuals 
clean up (which we force them to for to thrive the better), 
they are order’d down between decks, and every one as he 
passes has a pint of water to drink after his meat [meal], 
which is serv’d them by the cooper out of large tub, fill’d 
beforehand ready for them...
When often at sea, in the evenings, would let the slave 
come up into the sun to air themselves, and make them jump 
and dance for an hour or two to our bag-pipers, harp and 
fiddle, by which exercise to preserve them in health; but 
notwithstanding all our endeavour, ’twas my hard fortune to 
have great sickness and mortality among them.
Having bought my complement of 700 slaves, 480 men 
and 220 women, and finish’d all my business at Whidaw, I 
took my leave of the old king...I set sail the 27th of July in 
the morning, accompany’d with the East-India Merchant, who 
had bought 650 slaves, for the Island of St. Thomas...from  
which we took our departure on August 25th and set sail for 
Barbadoes.
We spent in our passage from St. Thomas to Barbadoes 
two months eleven days, from the 25th of August to the 4th 




time there happened such sickness and mortality among my 
poor men and Negroes. Of the first we buried 14, and of the 
last 320, which was a great detriment to our voyage, the 
Royal African Company losing ten pounds ten shillings, being 
the freight agreed on to be paid by the charter-party for every 
Negro delivered alive ashore to the African Company’s agents 
at Barbadoes...The loss in all amounted to near 6500 pounds 
sterling...
Phillips delivered three hundred and seventy-two 
Negroes still alive to the company’s agents, who in turn sold 
them for nineteen pounds per head.
Phillips, Thomas. "Journal" A Collection of Voyages and 
Travels. Vol. VI.. Thomas Howard. Black Voyage Eyewitness 
accounts of the Atlantic Slave Trade. Boston:Little, Brown 




In 1788, a book, titled An Account of the Trade on the 
Coast of Africa, was published in England by Dr. Alexander 
Falconbridge. Dr. Falconbridge described his experiences as 
a surgeon aboard slave ships. Falconbridge discussed the 
crowdedness of the slave ships. Below is his account
This devastation, great as it was, some years ago was 
greatly exceeded by a Leverpool ship...This ship, though a 
much smaller ship than in which I have just mentioned, took 
on board at Bonny at least six hundred Negroes...By 
purchasing so great a number, the slaves were so crowded 
that they were obliged to lie one upon another. This caused 
such a mortality among them that without meeting with 
unusually bad weather or having a longer voyage than 
common, nearly one half of them died before the ship arrived 
in the West Indies. [Bonny is located near Old Calabar and 
the Windward Coast of Africa.]
That the public may be able to form some idea of the 
almost incredibly small space into which so large a number of 
Negroes were crammed, the following particulars of this ship 
are given. According to Leverpool custom she measured 235 
tons. Her width across the beam, 25 feet. Length between 




Store room, in which there were
not any Negroes placed 15 feet
Negroes' rooms: men's rooms— about 45 feet
women's rooms— about 10 feet
boys' rooms— about 22 feet
Total room for Negroes 77 feet
Exclusive of the platform before described, from 8 to 
9 feet in breadth, and equal in length to that of the rooms...
Falconbridge, Alexander. "An Account of the Slave Trade 
on the Coast of Africa." In Black Vovaae Eyewitness accounts 
of the Atlantic Slave Trade, edited by Howard Thomas. Boston: 
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1. Who wrote this entry?
2. What is the writer describing in the entry?
3. Why do you think the author wrote this entry? To whom 
do you think the entry was written?
1. Read Alexander Falconbridge's account of a slave ship. 
Can you figure out the size in square feet of the ship? 
To find the square feet of an area, multiply length 
times the width.
2. How many square feet on the ship were allotted for the 
slaves?
3. How many square feet were allotted per slave?
4. Do you think this ship was loose- or tight-packed?
5. Dr. Pinckard stated in his account that the Africans 
were sold for 600-900 guilders, a Dutch coin. How much 
was the value of the cargo when the cargo departed from 
Africa? How much was the value of the cargo when the 
ship arrived in the colonies if 315 Africans survived?
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1. Read Alexander Falconbridge's account of a slave ship. 
Can you figure out the size in square feet of the ship? 
To find the square feet of an area, multiply length 
times the width.
25 ft. x 92 ft = 2300 square feet
2. How many square feet on the ship were allotted for the 
slaves?
25 ft. x 15 ft. * 375 square feet for storage
2300 total square feet for the ship
- 375 square feet for storage
1925 square feet for the Africans
3. How many square feet were allotted per slave?
1925 square feet / 600 Africans = 3.2 square feet /
African
4. Do you think this ship was loose- or tight-packed? 
tight-packed
5. Dr. Pinckard stated in his account that the Africans 
were sold for 600-900 guilders. (A guilder is a Dutch 
coin.) How much was the value of the cargo when the 
cargo departed from Africa? How much was the value of 
the cargo when the ship arrived in the colonies if 315 
Africans survived?
600 Africans x 600 guilders = 360,000 guilders 
315 Africans x 600 guilders = 189,000 guilders
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Lesson 4
A Moment in time:
A Scene from a Plantation
Introduction
This activity is an introduction to African-American life in the 
eighteenth century. Students will be able to view a visual image of a 
moment in the life of a slave.
Objectives
Given the watercolor, "The Old Plantation," students will be able to 
make at least ten inferences about the characteristics of African- 
American living conditions, daily routines, and material culture.
Given the watercolor, students will practice the skills of 
observation, analysis, and inference making.
Given a group activity, students will learn to work as a team to 
investigate the given data*
Materials
Color copy of "The Old Plantation"
Information sheet: "The Old Plantation"
Worksheet "The Old Plantation"
Suggested Teacher Strategy:
TEACHERS STUDENTS
The teacher will use an opaque 
projector to show the students 
the color copy of "The Old 
Plantation".
2. The teacher will ask the 
students to describe the scene.
2. The students will answer that 
there is a large house in the 
background and smaller and 
rougher made house in the 
foreground. There are people 




The teacher may ask leading 
questions to start the 
discussion. Questions may 
include the following.
a. Describe the difference 
in the p h y s i c a l  
structure of the 
buildings in the 
foreground and in the 
background.
b. Describe the people in 
the picture.
c. W h a t  a r e  t h e s e  
individuals doing?
d. What kind of clothing 
are they wearing?
e. What kind of musical
instruments are they
playing?
Ask the students to draw
inferences about the
eighteenth-century everyday 
life of a slave. Students
should be able to make
inferences about family life* 
working and living conditions, 
leisure time, and relationships 
with others on the plantation.
The teacher may ask leading 
questions to start this
discussion.
a. What is the relationship 
of the people in the 
painting?
b. Why are there no 
children?
c. What is the relationship 
of the individuals in 
the foreground to the 
individuals who live in 
the house in the 
background?
d. How much leisure time do 
you t h i n k  t hes e  
i n d i v i d u a l s  w e r e  
allowed?
e. W h a t  d o  t h e  
individuals'clothing in 
this picture say about 
their status?
Ask the „students to support 
their statements in Lesson 5.
5. The students will answer:These 
slaves work for the people in 
the Plantation House. They are 
treated well because they have 
colorful clothes. The people 
are dancing because there has 
been a wedding.
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The Old Plantation
Courtesy Colonial Williamsburg Foundation 
The Abbey Aldrich Folk Art Center
Artist Unidentified
Possibly South Carolina, possibly 1790-1800 
Watercolor on laid paper 
Accession number: 35.301.3
Dimensions: 11 11/16 x 17 7/8"
This watercolor is detailed and finely executed, the figures highly 
individualized, and the colors still strong. A plantation complex sitting 
on a river bend forms the backdrop for a cast of characters lined up like 
actors on a stage. The facades of two small outbuildings frame the 
central action, whose exact nature, unfortunately, remains speculative.
Several Afro-American scholars have suggested that possibly a 
marriage ceremony is being depicted; the act of jumping over a stick, 
especially a broom-stick, has long borne such a connotation, and it is 
hoped that further study may refute or confirm such a possibility.
Some authorities feel that the dance or action being depicted is 
secular in nature. Dancing barefoot with sticks and scarves is common 
among the Yoruba of northern and southwestern Nigeria, and the cloth 
headdresses worn by several of the group are clearly of West African 
derivation, some say specifically Yoruban.
The musician at right may be playing a Yoruba gudugudu, a hollowed 
piece of wood over which an animal skin is stretched to form a drumhead, 
which is then tapped by tightly twisted strips of leather. Others have 
suggested that he is playing a hollow gourd with sticks or bird bones, 
the stringed instrument is reminiscent of the Yoruba molo, an antecedent 
of the ubiquitous banjo. Note that three strings attach to tuning pegs at 
the top of the fingerboard, while a fourth attaches to a peg halfway down 
the board. The body of this instrument appears to be a hollow gourd.
Inscriptions/Marks: An elaborate watermark in the primary support has
been identified as the Strasburg Arms above the script cipher "JW," a 
combination of mark and countermark used by the English papermaker, James 
Whatman II (1741-1798), during the period 1777-1794.
Condition: In 1954-1955 Christa Gaehde cleaned the piece; flattened
creases; mended tears; filled and inpainted extensive losses in the 
primary support, especially in the upper edge and left side; and backed 
the piece with Japanese mulberry paper. The most severely abraded areas 
of the main design portions include the middle of the green dress and the 
far hand (and the ground above it) of the woman with the scarf nearest 
center. In 1977 E. Hollyday hinged the sheet to rag board. Period 
replacement 1 1/2-inch splayed, black-painted frame with flat outer edge.
Provenance: Purchased for Mrs. Rockefeller by Holger Cahill from Mary E.
Lyles of Columbia, S.C., Lyes advised Cahill that the work had been 
executed on a plantation between Charleston and Orangeburg by one of her 
ancestors, a young man who had studied watercolor painting.
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1. Describe the Activity occurring in the picture.
a. What kind of clothes are the people wearing?
b. Where are these people located?
c. What are these people doing?
d. Describe the buildings in the foreground and
background?
2. What conclusions can you make about the activity and 





the Colony of Virginia
Introduction
This activity will follow the exercise "A Moment in Time: A Scene
from a Plantation." Students will now have a visual image of a moment in 
a slave's life. This activity will allow students to investigate the 
lifestyle of African-Americans in Colonial Virginia between 1738-1779 
through the use of a primary source, the Virginia Gazette. Students will 
draw their own conclusions about the living conditions and personal traits 
of runaway African-Americans. Students will then compare and support 
their inferences from lesson 4.
Objectives
Given a slave advertisement, students will be able to make 
observations and draw conclusions about slaves' living conditions, 
including family life, work conditions, daily routines, and material 
culture.
Materials
Facsimile Advertisements from the Virginia Gazette 




1. The teacher will divide
students into pairs.
2. Each pair of student will 




The teacher will explain the 
use of the eighteenth-century s 
{ ) and the notation for the
name of the printer and the 
issue of the Virginia Gazette.
Example:PD4Ap76
Purdie-Dixon Printers 
April 4, 1776 
Other Abbreviations:






Each pair of students will 
spend fifteen minutes reading 
The Virginia Gazette to make 
observations about a slave's 
living conditions, ie. dress, 
physical description, skills, 
education, religion, adaptive 
behavior to slavery, and 
monetary worth. Students will 
record observations.
4. Students may describe the 
clothing, the type of work, the 
slave's age, physical 
markings,ability to read or 
forge passes, location of 
birth, destination when running 
away, etc.
From the above observations, 
each pair of students will make 
inferences about slave life and 
explain why these inferences 
were made. Students may use 
sample categories: work,
family, education, leisure 
time, clothing, religion, 
response to slavery, the manner 
in which the owner treated the 
slave, etc.
Each pair of students will 
share inferences with their 
classmates. The teacher will 
lead and facilitate the 
discussion.
If the students are reluctant 
to discuss their inferences, 
the teacher may prompt the 
students with the following 
questions. Ask the students to 
support their information with 
observations from the Runaway 
Slave Advertisements.
a. Were the slaves skilled 
or unskilled? How do 
you know?
5. The students may reply: Slaves
were poorly clothed. Slaves 
were mistreated. Slaves valued 
their time with their families. 
Slaves were valuable. Slaves 
were skilled.
TEACHER STUDENT
b. Was religion important
to slave? Why?
c. Was the maintenance of
family ties important? 
How do you know?
d. How did owners treat
their slaves?
e. After studying the
p h y s i c a l  
characteristics, what do 
they tell you about the 
slaves?
f. From examining the
clothing description of 
slaves, what conclusions 
can you draw about their 
general welfare?
g. What strategies did
slaves develop to adapt 
to slavery?
h. What did slaves like to
do for entertainment?
i. From the advertisements,
what characteristics are 
most common to run away 
slaves?
j. From descriptions about
a slave's literacy, how 
important is this skill? 
k. Why is it important to
note the sickness 
smallpox?
8. Ask the students if information 
found in Lesson 5 will support 
their statements. The students 
should discuss their supporting 
evidence.
Extensions
Students can write to a friend and describe their runaway slave. 
Students can draw a picture of their slave.
Student can write a letter from a runaway slave to his/her master.
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RU N  away.from the fubfcriber.on night the 9th infant, three Nepio
. men, two of them (laves, ,<viz. N E D , about 5 
icpt t  inches high, 31 yean of age, ot a yellow 
complexion* a well made fellow; hi3 ufua; 
thing an oinabrug (hut, datk gray feamougf 1 
tccaf, cotton breeches, co s ifty trn  fhrckmp*, 
(hoes, and a felt bat. He atio took other 
"do 1 he*, but what not yet known. F K A N K ,  1 
f good cook, fays he was born in (he Spa ><:,>• 
csftaa EmMjb, ssalfo Fretub, Spantjb, and lome 
the fame height of AW, about jo  yeaisof age, of a 
w ith  little ot no beard, and ha* (evcral r - 
1 hit M y ,  and a large one near his ih ioa-, 
ptlfns, ofnabtog fhirt, imd felt Hat, as alio 
muffs, and a red cap. HENRY COOK.*-, 
tn Gtomcefler county, but iodeoted bimfelt fwi 
Jre of a pox, about 5 feet 10 or s i inches high, 
of age, lutty and verv well made, of a good Mack 
md thick lips; his clothing mean, hemp .1;. old 
biown ciotfc *a ifcoat and breeches n uch patched with g«ccn 
cloth, ofoaMug utiit, Jfcin (lockings, very bad (hoes, though he 
took leather with him toady cut out for another pair. He undrt- 
(lands a Httls of ihecarptnter buhnefs, and has likewife follow;.l 
the water. ^ I t  is. thought they took wiih them a N-^io trllow 
belonging to the etiate of the late Majoi HiUtan1 Ta*. nvJdlc 
aged, about j  feet 6 inches hiph, well fct, bow legged, t a . i  .k 
Copper ct mp. aton, an old offender in this w ai, sr.J a tew yean 
patt arivritt'ed in the Maryland and Pcnr.fylxanai Gaxeitc v U 
U i!imm Tale, decrated, by virtue of wh ci he was takt r. u »1 
the head of the bay, wtthiii a («w nines. t the teanyi ;-amu > 
vernment. They took wiih thtm a yaw 1 of atmm iS t m  m-'
clinch woik,  p a i n t e d  w h i t e  to h r ^ur.w tiri, 
lads, rudder, and tw<» new pmc oji*. 1 i-.e 1. it*  ai , 1 
(o r  e a c h ,  w i l l  be p a id  if t a k e n  in  a i .v  c i h t i  c o l c r  \  , bu: it t ^
»n PiigVUM only sa l. cr \ I. lor each.
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H u n d n d  B arrels o f C O P .N ”, an d  ci C .V ! I l ,  h*
and S H E E P , C ie A t w ill b e a J lo w rd  un til .ip n 'u tx i,  and »,*? pci i r, t .
r> U ilcount for ready M oney* ‘ , ( j )  L V E R A R D  M L a u „.
!; T; E  N P O l ’ N I I S  IV E XV \  K V.
J  " O  UN »i»i'« ftom  the Subfcrrber, in N irtinm lxrL tnd, or  » ::■«
J t v  I4t h '0l OMU*r, a  very likcJy >oung L’rg,i,ij born  V g  M an 
>f nam ed I) A V I  D , o f  a y e llo w u h  C o m p lex io n , a n d a h c u t f b c  Fri*
h In j ie s  high* M  l»« w ent ' f i n  O frubm g b iu n , a I’a*: «r 1’;,.
pic f'iriiaut C lo th  Droeche* lined w ith  w h ite  L inen , * P sir  c; v 
J B 'cechea  oyer th e m , and  a Fear n o u g h t Ja c k e t w ith  H o rn  R im cn s . !•-
carried  w ith  h im  a b ro w n  co lou red  K erley  J a c k e t ,  a  b lue and w h*u r , 
i rir.iM C lo th ' O rta w*tl» co a jfc  O fru b ro g  P o c k c u , b ro w n  arc! w hit*  L ^  .
,, Shirta* an d  lund ry  otJ>*r C lo th es w lu ch  1 can n o t w ell d e f a ib e ; b u t, .
i h e  ta a  vary  c u n n in g  a r tfu l F e llo w , I Imagine he w d i fell m d  fw.i
» C lo thes a t  m ay  fit» * h i« u  J^Tlrowgh h it  H air is o f  the N e j io  K . ■
) keeps a  hifh and well combed* bui^aa he want* to ba fue, 1 .m*-
a gine he will cut u oft, and get a Wf* to alter and difguifc hirofetf. He
d had with htovchirty or forty Shillings in SiNa* Money,'and a Prafi Me !
w ith  th e  im a g o  o f  o ttr  p re fcn t K in g  an d  Q ueen  o n  it , w to th  he w.H *r> 
o dcavoor to  p ^ fa fo r  C o ld , H e  ca n  read  p re tty  w ell, and  I m ak e  no D ouf-t
w ill en d eav o u r to  a  F re e m a n  and  g e t h tm & lf a fo» ywl P als, , w
en d eav o u r fo r to m e foreign  P a r t ,  e ith er by g e ttin g  c n  B oard  o j fum e V 'eik 
or d ea lin g  fbm e G e n tle m a n ‘a H orfe  and  m ake for C»rthna. He h*» ai- 
w*y* b e a t  rny  W aitin g  M a n  w h e n  1 w e n t J r a m  !i»m c, and »» « j .x - :  
W a ite r , D river^  o iu T H o flle r ,  underrtandsTfonicth ing  of G a rd c m rr , fv 
co m b in g  an d  4 * # B n g  W ig s a n d  H a ir , can  p lough , w o rk  *t rh t Hoc a.,.-. 
’ A « e  ee ry  w e ll, and  i j ,  o n  the  W h o le , a  very clearer aA ivc br.ik F Jluv
r  W tu iv e r  w .l la p p rc h c n d 'tf i t ia ld l  R u n a w a y , ano bring hm i hom e u> m
' o c .fecu re  h tm  in any  Ja il  in  th e  C o lony , fo th a t I ge t h im , fnall
F IV E  P O U N D S  R e w a id , and  re jfcn aM c 'C h arg es a llo w ed ; it out r f  •;
“  C olony T E N  P O U N D S , an d  rcafom»ble C b a rrea  for b r i r ^ in ,  Htm
£  ,v ( g i b  . T H O M A S  t i  A S K I N S
( N ' B, H e is fufpe£lcd to  have carried  w ith  him a D rab colour; d San
** V  I    a n  A    I ____ TV  . .    .  t__1 - ____   .1 J a c k e t w ith  SJalli Sleeve*, L eather B u t t * . n* cn  the S le e v e ,B reaft, and  l in e d  th ro u g h  w ith  red  and  w h i t e  S w a n f k m ; a l t o  ,i }• 
Old w h ite  P lu ih  BrcccUcs, w h ich  a re  ri.iT tn^.
id ^ T R A Y E D  from  the Subfcribcr, in Coon
d» 'k * ^"  f i e i f , '*near Carterhi F rr ry , r t r e i T t h c f  df.ry fa it. i  lA cfj I T '"
,c C R A Y  M A R E ,  un b r o k e ^ ^ o ^ j o u r ^ ’eai , * L—
i*»̂ilMSSmm8wSMMfftstiilin<f fii l ^  j . . -  .. . . .  .JL. .. -   ...
The Virginia Gazette 
Purdie-Dixon, November 5
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RAN away from the subscriber in Lancaster County, the 17th Instant, a dark 
Mullatto Fellow, named Will: He is a lusty, well-set Fellow, aged about 42 
Years; he is pretty much Pock-fretten, and has a Lump on the hind Part of 
One of his Legs, near his Heel. He wore a Man's Cloth Jacket, a Pair of 
brown Cotton Breeches, and an Ozenbrig Shirt; he carried with him, a white 
Fustian Jacket, a lopping Ax, and a Fiddle: He is a Carpenter, Sawyer, 
Shoemaker, and Cooper. Whoever will apprehend the said Slave, or give 
Intelligence so that he may be had again, shall be sufficiently rewarded, 
besides what the Law allows, paid by
JAMES BALL.
21-28N45
RAN away, about the First Day of June last, from the Subscriber, living on 
Chickahominy River, James-City County, a Negroe Man, short and well-set, 
aged between 30 and 40 Years, but looks younger, having no Beard, is 
smooth-fac'd and has some Scars on his Temples, being the Marks of his 
Country; talks pretty good English; is a cunning, subtile Fellow, and 
pretends to be a Doctor. It is likely, as he has a great Acquaintance, he 
may have procur'd a false Pass. Whoever brings him to me, at my House 
aforesaid, shall have Two Pistoles Reward, besides what the Law allows.
Michael Sherman
20Je51
Ran away from one of the Subscriber's Quarters on Sapponic, in Prince 
George County, 14 or 15 Weeks ago, a Mulattoe Man Slave, named Tom, 25 
Years old, about 5 feet 8 or 9 Inches high, thin faced, and bushy Hair, if 
not cut off; he is very apt to grin when he speaks, or is spoken to; had 
on an old dark Fustian Coat, with plain yellow Metal Buttons; Hath been 
several Times taken up, and escaped again before he could be deliver'd to 
the Quarter whereunto he belon'd; and the last Time shackled, Handcuffed, 
and an Iron Collar about his Neck, with Prongs, and to some of them Links. 
Whoever will deliver him to me, in Charles-City County, shall have a 
Pistole Reward, besides what the Law allows; and if brought from any great 
Distance a farther Reward suitable to the Trouble, by
John Stith
N.B. It is suspected he will endeavour to escape on Board some Vessel.
152
PD2My66
A PRIL 2 6 ,  1 7 6 6 .
Run away from the subscriber, in Mecklenburg county on Wednesday last, a 
fellow named Jack. It appears he has been principally concerned in 
promoting the late disorderly meetings among the Negroes, and is gone off 
for fear of being prosecuted for many robberies he has committed. He is 
a low squat made fellow, bow legged, his eyes remarkably red, has been 
branded on the right cheek R, and on the left M, though not easily to be 
perceived. It is supposed he intends for Carolina or Georgia. Whoever 
apprehends the said slave, and will deliver him to me, shall receive 50s. 
if taken 50 miles from home and 6d. a mile for a greater distance.
ROBERT MUNFORD.
PD2My66
Run away from the subscriber, the 20th of October last, a likely young 
Mulatto man named SAM HOWELL, 23 years old, about 5 feet 9 inches high, 
well made for strength, has a remarkable good set of teeth, very black 
large eyebrows, and is a little bow legged—  as for his apparel it is so 
long since he went away that I suppose he has worn them out, and got 
others. He was bound for 31 years, according to the condition of his 
mother, who was to serve until that time; his pretence for going away was 
to apply to some lawyer at Williamsburg to try to get his freedom, though 
he had a trial in the county court, and was adjudged to serve his full 
time.. I did hear that he applied to the King's attorney, and he told him 
he could not get free until his time was out; and I have never heard from 
him since. As he passes for a free man, I imagine he will endeavour to 
get on board some vessel, I therefore desire all masters of vessel not to 
entertain him, or carry him out of the country. Whoever apprehends the 
said slave, and brings him to me, in Cumberland county, on James river, 




PRINCE GEORGE, S e p t .  2 8 ,1 7 6 7
RUN away from the subscriber, the 22d of this instant, three slaves, viz. 
JUPITER, alias GIBB, a Negro fellow, about 35 years of age, about 6 feet 
high, knock kneed, flat footed, the right knee bent in more than the left, 
has several scars on his back from a severe whipping he lately had at 
Sussex court-house, having been tried there for stirring up the Negroes to 
an insurrection, being a great Newlight preacher. ROBIN, about 25 years 
of age, a stout fellow, about 6 feet high, has a film over one of his 
eyes, a sore on one of his shins, and is brother to Gibb. DINAH, an old 
wench, very large, near 6 feet high; she has a remarkable stump of a 
thumb, occasioned by a whitlow, by which the bones of the first joint came 
out and is mother to the two fellows. They carried with them a variety of 
clothes, among the rest an old blue duffil great coat, one bearskin do. a 
scarlet jacket, and a fine new linen shirt. It is supposed they will 
endeavour to make their escape to the southward. Whoever takes up, and 
conveys to me the above slave, shall have a reward of 50s. for each of the 
fellows, and 20s for the wench, if taken in Virginia; if any other 
government, 51. for each of the fellows, and 40s for the wench, paid by
GEORGE NOBLE
PD20Oc68
RUN away from the subscriber in Chesterfield, the Wednesday before Easter 
last, a bright mulatto wench named Jude, about 30 years old is very 
remarkable, has lost one eye, but which I have forgot, has long black 
hair, a large scar on one of her elbows, and several other scars in her 
face, and has been subject to running away ever since she was ten years 
old. I have great reason to think she will pass for a free woman, and 
endeavour to make into South Carolina. She is very knowing about house 
business, can spin, weave, sew, and iron, well. She had on when she went 
away her winter clothing, also a blue and white striped Virginia cloth 
gown, a Virginia cloth coperas and white striped coat, besides others too 
tedious to mention. Whoever conveys the said slave to me shall be well 




Run away from the subscriber in Charles City county, the 14th of April 
last, a VIRGINIA born Negro fellow named PETER, about 44 years of age, of 
a black complexion, a slim fellow, his teeth cut before as if broke off, 
and is a sly artful rogue if not watched; he carried with him sundry 
clothes, such as crop Negroes usually wear, also a white Virginia cloth 
waistcoat and petticoat, a Tarlton plaid gown, and sundry other of his 
wife's clothes. He also carried away a gun of an uncommon large size, and 
a fiddle, which he is much delighted in when he gets any strong drink, 
which he is remarkably fond of, and then very talkative and impudent. I 
suspect he is gone to Amelia county, to Mr. Tanner's, as Mrs. Tanner, 
alias Mrs. Johnson, sold him to Mr. Richard Hayles, and by him sold to the 
subscriber, as he often told the other Negroes that if ever I used him ill 
he would go to his old mistress, as Bhe never sold him to Mr. Hayles, but 
only lent him during pleasure, and that he would go to her and be 
protected. The said Negro is outlawed; and I will give 101. to any person 
or persons that will kill him and bring me his head, separate from his 
body, or 40s. if delivered to the subscriber near the Long Bridge.
WILLIAM GREGORY
PD24AG69
RUN away from the subscriber in Essex, a Mulatto fellow (who some time ago 
belonged to Mr. Thomas Barnes) named JOE, of the middle size, well 
proportioned, combs his hair remarkably neat, has been always kept as a 
waitingman, is very smart in his answers, and understands house business, 
as well as the management of horses. He is a good shoemaker, and can do 
many other things, can read and write tolerably well, and probably may 
have a forged pass, of discharge, as he had one wrote by me to pass until 
the 31st of July. He has a variety of clothes, but those most commonly 
used by him are a blue Newmarket coat, a brown fustian do. leather 
breeches, an old green shag jacket, a coarse leaden coloured cloth coat 
and vest, with white metal buttons, a laced hat, and another bound with 
black ferret, several white shirts, stockings, etc. He carried with him 
a — rk brown blooded mare, about 13 hands and a half high, about 3 years 
old, trots, has a little white I believe on one of her feet, and branded 
on her buttock WR in a piece. He was seen on Sunday the 30th of July with 
the said mare saddled, and a bundle of clotheB at Mr. Robert Tomlin's, in 
Richmond county* Whoever takes up the runaway and mare, and conveys them 
to me, living near Hobb's Hole, shall have 51. reward; and if taken upward 





RUN away from the subscriber, in York County, about the 11th or 12th of 
November last, a very black Negro man named Ben, about 5 feet 6 inches 
high, 35 years old, spare made, by trade a carpenter, and understands 
something of the coopers business, his upper teeth rotten, he has many 
clothes, so it is impossible to describe them. He took with him sundry 
carpenters and coopers tools. I expect he will endeavor to pass for a 
freeman, as he can read tolerably well, and am doubtful of his obtaining 
a pass from some evil disposed person, and leave the colony. This is to 
desire all master of vessels, and others, from harbouring him; and I will 
give the above reward to any person that will deliver him to me, at Mr. 




Run away from the subscriber on Monday night the 9th instant, three Negro 
men, two of them slaves, viz. NED, about 5 feet 8 inches high, 21 years of 
age, of a yellow complexion, a likely well made fellow; his usual clothing 
an osnabrug shirt, dark gray fearnought waistcoat, cotton breeches, coarse 
yarn stockings, bad shoes, and a felt hat. He also took other clothes, 
but what not yet known. FRANK, a foreign Negro, a very good cook, says he 
was born in the Spanish West Indies, speaks bad English, as also French, 
Spanish, and some Dutch, near the same height of Ned, about 30 years of 
age, of a yellow complexion, with little or no beard, and has several 
remarkable wound on his body, and a large one near his throat; he is 
clothed in blue plains, osnabrug shirt, and felt hat, as also a pair of 
red flannel muffs, and a red cap. Henry Cooke, a free Negro, born in 
Gloucester County, but indented himself for five years for the cure of a 
pox, about 5 feet 10 or 11 inches high, about 24 years of age, lusty and 
very well made, of a good black complexion, and thick lips; his clothing 
mean, being an old brown cloth waistcoat and breeches much patched with 
green cloth, osnabrug shirt, yarn stockings, very bad shoes, though he 
took leather with him ready cut out for another pair. He understands a 
little of the carpenter business, and has likewise followed the water. It 
is thought they took with them a Negro fellow belonging to the estate of 
the late Major William Tate, middle aged, about 5 feet 6 inches high, well 
set, bow legged, of a dark copper complexion, an old offender in this way, 
and a few years past advertised in the Maryland and Pennsylvania Gazette 
by William Tate, deceased, by virtue of which he was taken near the head 
of the bay, within a few miles of the Pennsylvania government. They took 
with them a yawl of about 18 feet keel, London clinch work, painted white 
to her gunwales, two good sails, rudder, and two new pine oars. The 201. 
reward, or 51. for each, will be paid if taken in any other colony; but if 




WILLIAMSBURG, O c t o b e r  1 5 ,  1 7 7 1 .
COMMITTED to the publick Jail, from Gloucester Prison, a Negro Fellow who 
appears to be between forty and fifty Years of Age, about five Feet nine 
or ten Inches high, a thin Visage, has lost his left Eye, and is clothed 
in Negro Cotton. As he cannot speak a Word of English, he is incapable of 
telling either his own or Owner's name. Also another Negro named SHARPER, 
a likely well made fellow, who seems to be about twenty two Years of Age, 
speaks broken English, and either cannot or will not tell his Owner's 
Name, or from what Part of the Colony he came. Whoever has a just Claim 
to them are desired to take them away and pay Charges.
PETER PELHAM, K.P.G.
PD170c71
COMMITTED to the Jail of Dinwiddie County, on the 8th of September, a 
Negro Fellow who cannot tell his Master's Name. He is well made, of the 
middle Size, marked down his Cheeks, and had on an Osnabrug Shirt, new 
Felt Hat, a Dutch Blanket, and Rolls Trousers. The Owner is desired to 





RUN away from the Subscriber, in Northumberland, on Wednesday the 14th of 
October, a very likely young Virginia born Negro Man named DAVID, of a 
yellowish Complexion, and about five Feet five Inches high; had on when he 
went off an Osnabrug Shirt, a Pair of Purple Virginia Cloth Breeches lined 
with white Linen, a Pair of Rolls Breeches over them, and a Fearnought 
Jacket with Horn Buttons. He carried with him a brown coloured Kersey 
Jacket, a blue and white Virginia Cloth One with coarse Osnabrug Pockets, 
brown and white Linen Shirts, and sundry other Clothes which I cannot well 
describe; but, as he is a very cunning artful Fellow, I imagine he will 
sell and swap his Clothes as may suit him. Though his Hair is of the 
Negro Kind, he keeps it very high and well combed; but, as he wants to be 
free, I imagine he will cut it off, and get a Wig to alter and disguise 
himself. He had with him thirty or forty Shillings in Silver Money, and 
a Brass Medal with Image of our present King and Queen on it, which he 
will indeavour to pass for Gold. He can read pretty well, and I make no 
Doubt will endeavour to pass for a Freeman and get himself a forged Pass, 
and endeavour for some foreign Part, either by getting on Board of some 
Vessel or stealing some Gentleman's Horse and make for Carolina. He has 
always been my Waiting Man when I went from home, and is a good Waiter, 
Driver, and Hostler, understands something of Gardening, of combing and 
dressing Wigs and Hair, can plough, work at the Hoe and Axe very well, and 
is on the Whole, a very clever active brisk Fellow. Whoever will 
apprehend the said Runaway, and bring him home to me, or secure him in any 
Jail in the Colony, so that I get him, shall have FIVE POUNDS Reward, and 
reasonable Charges allowed; if out of the Colony TEN POUNDS, and 
reasonable Charges for bringing him home.
THOMAS GASKINS
N.B. He is suspected to have carried with him a Drab coloured Sailor's 
Jacket with Slash Sleeves, Leather Buttons on the Sleeves, if not on the 
Breast, and lined through with red and white Swantkin; also a Pair of old 
white Plush Breeches which are missing.
PD13J173
To be SOLD, on Wednesday the 3d of May, before Mr. Anthony Hay's drr, in 
Williamsburg, for ready money,
TWENTY likely Virginia born Slaves, taken in execution; among them a good 
shoemaker, gardner, and hostler, several men used to the house and field 




RUN away from the Subscriber, two Negro Men, namely: JACK, a well set full 
faced, Country born Fellow, about thirty five Years of Age, five Feet 
seven or eight inches high, was lately seen lurking about Mr. Sterling 
Thornton's at Verina, where he has a Wife, and has been absent from my 
Service since February last. JOE, born in the Spanish West Indies, speaks 
English very indifferently, is remarkably stout and well made, about the 
Age of Jack, five Feet nine or ten Inches high, and has been absent about 
a Fortnight. They are both Watermen, and carried with them the Clothes 
usually wore by such Negroes. Jack has for some Time gone as Skipper of 
one of my Flats, and Joe is well known on James River, Whoever apprehends 
the said Slaves, and conveys them to me in Petersburg, or secures them in 
Jail, and advises me thereof, shall be well rewarded for any Trouble and 
Expense they may be at.
EDWARD BRISBANE
PD22J173
Run away from the Subscriber, in Hanover, an indented Servant Man named 
JOHN COWGILL, about twenty five years of Age, five Feet seven or eight 
inches high, a thick well set Man, with short light coloured Hair, and had 
on an Osnabrug Shirt and Trousers, a Pair of Shoes, and a Hat. As he has 
been used to the Sea, I imagine he may make down the Country: All Master
of Vessels are therefore cautioned from harbouring or carrying him out of 
the Colony. Whoever brings him to me in Hanover, or to Mr. John Brooke in 




Run away from the Subscriber, in the upper End of King William, about the 
1st of September, two new Negro Men, of the Ibo Country, named CHARLES and 
FRANK, who have been in the Province about twelve Months, and it is 
supposed cannot tell their Master's Name. Charles is a large Fellow, with 
his Country Marks in his Face, and has lost or broke off one or two of his 
fore Teeth, which he says was done by a Cow in his Country. Frank is a 
smaller Fellow, well set, and has sharp Teeth. They carried with them a 
Dutch Blanket, had each a coarse Hat, and other usual Summer Clothes. 
Whoever delivera both or either of them to me, or aecurea them and gives 





COMMITTED to Isle of Wight Jail, an outlandish Negro Fellow named WILL, 
about six feet high, has two Jackets, one of a blue Colour, the other made 
of Cotton, and neither Shirt or Breeches. He speaks English badly, and 
either cannot or will not tell his Master's Name, but sometimes says he 
belongs to Mr. Mitchell. The Owner is desired to prove his Property, pay 
Charges, and take him away.
JOHN TAILOR, Jailer
PD16Je74
RUN away from the subscriber, about the 20th of April, a Mulatto Fellow 
named PETER BROWN, by Trade a Painter, but can do Carpenters Work, about 
35 or 40 Years of Age, five Feet eight or nine Inches high, of a dark 
Complexion, slim made, thin Visage, has lost several of his upper fore 
Teeth, is fond of Singing and sings well, has several Suits of Clothes, 
therefore I cannot describe his Dress. He was some Years past tried for 
a Robbery; and found guilty, but obtained the Governour's Pardon on 
suffering one Year's Imprisonment. After that Time he was sold to Mr. 
John Fox of Gloucester, with whom he lived one or two Years; he then ran 
away and passed for a Freeman in the Counties of King William, Caroline, 
and Hanover, where he was taken up and brought home. As he has a Wife at 
Mr. Benjamin Hubbard's, it is likely he may be lurking in that 
Neighbourhood, or near Petersburg, where he was raised. Whoever takes up 
the said Runaway, and delivers him to me at Osborne's, shall have 40s. 




COMMITTED to Chesterfield Jail, a Negro Man who says his Name is JOHN 
EMANUAL, he has passed for a number of Years as a Freeman, and says he was 
brought into this Colony by a Spanish Vessel which was cast away on our 
Bay, the Master's Name John Chip, that they were taken from the Wreck and 
carried into Norfolk, where he served some Time with Colonel Hutchings as 
a Sailor, on Board one of his Vessels that went up and down the River. He 
has a little Negro Boy with him named JACK CAWN, who he says is free, and 
the Son of one Fanny Cawn, now living in Norfolk. The Owners, if they are 
Slaves, are desired to prove their Property, pay Charges, and take them 





YORK T ow n, O c to b e r  1 0 ,  1 7 7 4
Run away from the Subscriber, last Friday, a likely Virginia born Negro 
Man called JOHNNY, about 22 Years of Age, five Feet eight Inches high, has 
a down Look, and walks upright; he carried with him a Variety of Clothes, 
is fond of Liquor, in which he is very talkative and insinuating, has been 
always bred to the House, and is an extraordinary good Waiter. This 
Fellow formerly belonged to Armistead Lightfoot, Esq; deceased, and is 
remarkable for Cock-fighting, Card-playing, and many other Games. I 
suspect he will pass as a Freeman, and endeavour to get out of the Colony, 
as he can read and write. All Masters of Vessels are cautioned not to 
carry him off, at their Peril. I will give 40s. if taken within this 




OSBORNE'S, November 18, 1774
RUN away from the subscriber, a Virginia born Negro Fellow named WALTON, 
23 Years of Age, of a light Complexion, middle Size, has a pleasing 
Countenance, his Skin very smooth, one of his upper fore Teeth is 
decaying, which it is likely he will pull out, and his Hair on the fore 
Par of his Head is cut short; he carried with him four Shirts, two of them 
new Sheeting, two Suits of Clothes, one Russia Drilling, the other dark 
brown Duffil, trimmed with gilt Buttons, &c. He had a Surtout Coat, 
Velvet Cap, Hat, and every Thing else suitable for a Waitingman. As he is 
a very artful and likely Fellow, he may endeavour to pass for a free Man, 
and I am doubtful has got a Pass from a Negro of mine who can write a good 
Hand. This Fellow has waited on me for three Years past, and always rode 
with me, so that he has a general Acquaintance: but as he was raised in 
Nansemond, near the old Town, it is probable he is gone there, as his 
Friends live in that Neighbourhood. Whoever takes up the said Runaway, 
and brings him home, shall have 31. Reward, or 30s. if committed to Jail. 
All Persons are forbid harbouring or carrying the said Slave out of the 
Colony.
PETERFIELD TRENT.
* * As the said Fellow ran away without receiving any Abuse, the ' 
Taker up is desired to give him ten Lashes every ten Miles.
161
PD1D74
RUN away from the Subscriber's Plantation in Manakin Town, the last of 
July or first of August last, a black Negro Han named Tom, formerly the 
Property of Major Henry Gaines of King William, but since the said 
Gaines's Death has been sold several Times, and is now my Property. He 
was bred by Major Gaines to keeping Horses and riding Races, but is now a 
good Sawyer. He is not tall, knock-kneed, full Eyes, and I believe a 
Speck in one of them, caused by a Chip as he was cutting with an Axe. He 
values himself for his fine Dancing, is subject to Liquor, and fond of 
talking about Religion. If he is taken in the Colony, and brought to me, 
near the old Courthouse, in Albemarle County, or my Overseer, James Scott, 




Run away from the subscriber in Dunmore county, in May last, a negro 
fellow named SAM. 5 feet 5 or 6 inches high, has a broad face, and is a 
well looking fellow. As to his clothing, I cannot be certain, he having 
carried several things with him. He also took with him an old bay horse 
very gray about the head, an iron pot, a narrow axe, a handsaw, and an old 
smooth bore gun. About three years ago he purchased his freedom of his 
old master, Mr. Francis Slaughter, and continued in that state till this 
spring, when it was discovered he was attempting to inveigle away a number 
of negroes to the new or Indian country (where he had been most of the 
last summer) upon which the neighbours insisted on his being reduced to 
slavery again, and I purchased him. I imagine he will endeavour to paBS 
as a freeman, he having a discharge from his old master, as well as one 
from Lord Dunmore, having served in the expedition against the Indians 





A YOUNG, healthy NEGRO WENCH, who is an exceeding fine Spinner, can wash 
and iron well, and do other Business in a Family; likewise her CHILD. For 
farther Particulars inquire of the Printers of this Gazette.
162
P8S75
Run away from the subscriber in Dinwiddie, the 5th day of April last, a 
dark mulatto man named JEMMY, 5 feet 9 or 10 inches high, well made, has 
remarkable long feet, the middle toes longer than the rest, which they 
ride over, has lost part of one of his foreteeth, which occasions the next 
to it to look blue, is a very artful fellow, and will probably endeavour 
to pass for a freeman; he is very fond of singing hymns and preaching, and 
has been about Williamsburg ever since he went off, passing by the name of 
James Williams. Whoever apprehends the said slave, and secures him so 




RUN away the first of January 1775 a likely mulatto negro wench named 
Kate, 18 years of age, well made, 5 feet 9 or 10 inches high, and talks 
very smooth. She was hired to mr. Philip Moody of Williamsburg in 1774, 
and last year to mr. John Thruston, from whence she ran off. She has got 
a husband in Williamsburg, and probably may pass for a free person as she 
is well acquainted in that city, and I have repeatedly heard of her being 
there. She formerly belonged to the estate of Mr. John Cary, deceased, 
of York county. I will give 20s. to any person that will secure her in 
jail and give me intelligence therof, or 40s if brought to me in King & 
Queen, at Mr. John Thruston's.
EDWARD CARY, jun.
D29N76
ESSEX County, November 18, 1776.
THE subscriber has for Sale, a likely young Negro Man, who has been bred 
from his Infancy as a waiting and riding Servant, is remarkably careful of 
Horses, and can be recommended for his Honesty and Sobriety, two superfine 
and nine Bolting Cloths and Reels, that have been in Use, sundry Articles 
of Household and Kitchen Furniture, such as Bedsteads with complete Sets 
of Callico and Gauze Curtains, Mohogany Chairs, Sideboard and Tea Table, 
Dressing Tables, a few large Table Cloths and Table Napkins, with some 
Kitchen Furniture, also a small assortment of Dry Good, which he would 




RUN away from the subscriber's plantation, in Cumberland county, some time 
in December, 1774, TOM, a likely negro man about 32 years of age, 5 feet 
7 inches high, with very full eyes. One of his thighs is broke just above 
his knee, as also one of his arms just above his wrist which I think 
leaves a scar. I believe he haB also a scar on one side of his, forehead, 
and on one of his legs; he is a handy fellow in a house or stable, very 
sensible, exceeding talkative, and fond of strong drink. He rides and 
dances well, and was formerly the property of Mr. Aylett, in King William 
county, and raised by Major Ganes, deceased. Whoever secures him, so that 
I get him again, shall have FIVE POUNDS reward if taken in this colony, 
and TEN POUNDS if taken out.
JOHN SCOTT
P19S77
RUN away from the subscriber in Hanover, two negro fellows, viz. LEWIS and 
PRINCE, the former was advertised some time last May by John Wilson to be 
delivered to the subscriber, and is a well set fellow about five feet six 
or seven inches high, has thick lips, and when spoke to a downcast look, 
had on when he went away a white hunting shirt, a pair of short breeches 
of tow and cotton, and a small hat. I expect he will endeavour to pass 
for a freeman, he having attempted to pass as such. Prince is an 
outlandish fellow, about six feet high, stout made, full eyed talks very 
fast, and not plain; had on a pair of sheepskin breeches, a woollen jacket 
serge wove, striped in the filling with black and white wool, a white 
cotton shirt, and took another of the same kind with him, and had on a 
small bound black hat. He formerly was the property of mr. Brown of King 
William, and has been much used to the tending of gentlemen, and is will 
acquainted with most of America. I expect he will endeavour to get to 
Howe's army, as he has once attempted to join Dunmore. Whoever will 
deliver the said runaways to the subscriber shall have ten dollars for 
each, or half the sum for securing them in jail, so I get them again, I 




BLAND'S ORDINARY (Prince George) Oct. 4, 1777.
Run away from the Subscriber last Night, a likely young Negro Wench Named 
HANNAH (Daughter of Sykes's Doctor) 18 or 19 Years of Age, a middle 
Stature, a good Deal like her Father, the well known Fiddler. This is the 
third Time of her Elopement since the Spring, and I am satisfied she was 
formerly harboured by ill disposed Persons, who may do so again, unless 
made aware that I am determined to prosecute them, if detected, and 
therefore promise a Reward of TEN POUNDS on Conviction of the offender, if 
a free Person. Hannah was dressed in a fine Virginia Cloth Jacket, bound 
at the Skirts and Sleeves with Pieces of Calico and Virginia Cloth, 
Petticoats of striped Cotton and Yarn, white Cotton Shift, Linen 
Handkerchief, a black Chip Hat, and Shoes and Stockings, she is fond of 
Dress, and has other Clothes that I cannot describe. Her Hair was lately 
cut in a very irregular Manner, as a Punishment for Offences, and may now 
be easily discovered. She is very insinuating, a notorious Thief, and 
Liar, and will endeavour to pass as a free Person, or frame some plausible 
Excuse for her Absence. If brought Home to me by any Person (white or 
black) I will give EIGHT DOLLARS Reward.
THOMAS FENNER
P7F77
THE MANUFACTURING SOCIETY in Wiliamsburg are in want of 5 or 6 likely 
NEGRO LADS from 15 to 20 years of age, and as many GIRLS from 12 to 15 
years, also one or two WEAVERS, for whom they will give ready money* 
Those who incline to spin for the Society at their own houses may be 
furnished with flax, on application to the managers.* *
* NEGRO GIRLS are received as apprentices.
P9My77
Run away from the subscriber in Amelia, on the 3d of March last, a negro 
man slave named SAM, about 28 years of age, about 5 feet 7 inches, well 
made, has a flat nose, large feet, and had on when he went away a 
Newmarket coat made of lightish coloured brown cloth, also a Virginia 
cloth jacket, cotton warp, and filled in with yarn, striped yarn breeches, 
double wove, his shirt cotton and thread; he is a carpenter by trade, and 
is a good cooper. He can read print, pretends to a deal of religion, has 
been a good fiddler and is acquainted with many parts of Virginia. I have 
a suspicion that some malicious person has given him a pass to travel to 
North Carolina, or some other parts of North America. I will give 40s. 
reward for apprehending the said runaway, if taken up in Virginia, 51. if 
taken up in any other state, and 6d. a mile for bringing him home, besides 




RUN away from the subscriber in Williamsburg, a negro man named BEN, who 
has for some time past drove my cart; is about 5 feet 8 or 9 inches high, 
black complexion, a long thin face; his hair thicker and longer than is 
common for negroes to have, had on an old blue coat trimmed with red, but 
as he has other clothes may change his dress. I will give THIRTY DOLLARS 
if taken in the neighbourhood of this city and delivered to me, or if at 
a greater distance FIFTY DOLLAS.
JOHN SAUNDERS
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After reading the slave advertisement, what observations 
can you make about the life of the slave in your 
Virginia Gazette Advertisement? What conclusions can 
you make from your observations about the life of a 
















The Great American Paradox: 
Slavery vs. the Natural Rights of Man
Introduction
In the two preceding exercises, the students have developed the 
concept of a "slave" through primary sources. They have made 
generalizations about the daily routines and lifestyles of a slave. This 
exercise will focus on eighteenth-century leaders', George Washington, 
Thomas Jefferson, and George Mason, thoughts on the natural rights of man 
and the realities of the institution of slavery. Students will then 
debate the first clause of the Virginia Declaration of Rights, "...That 
all Men are born equally free and independent..."
Objactives
Given eighteenth-century documents, to examine George Washington's, 
Thomas Jefferson's, and George Mason's statements on slavery, and 
the natural rights of man.
Given eighteenth-century documents, to compare George Washington's, 
Thomas Jefferson's, and George Mason's thoughts on individual rights 
and the reality of slavery.
Given observations from eighteenth-century documents, students will 
make five inferences about early leaders' thoughts on slavery and 
the realities of slavery.
Given logical conclusions about the founding patriots' thoughts on 
slavery and natural rights, students will defend the patriots' 
position during a debate concerning the first clause of the Virginia 
Declaration of Rights.
Materials
Excerpt from the first draft of the Virginia Declaration of Rights
Excerpt from the final draft of the Virginia Declaration of Rights
Entries from George Mason's will, letters, and laws
Entries from Thomas Jefferson's will, letters, documents, and books
Entries from George Washington's will and letters
Script for the debate
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TWACHBR STRATEGY
1. The teachers will divide the students into six groups.
2. The teacher will read the first clause of the first draft of the
Virginia Declaration of Rights. The teacher will ask the students, 
"Given your knowledge of slavery, how do you think the statement 
will effect the institution of slavery?" Teachers may open the 
discussion with the following questions.
a. What does it mean that all men are created free and equal?
b. How does this reflect on the institution of slavery?
c. Many of the men who helped write this document were slave 
holders. Do you think these men questioned their ideas of 
individual rights and their slave holdings?
d. How might you change this statement?
e. Do you think these leaders allowed this document to be passed 
without changes?
4. The teacher will give each student group a packet of documents for
a an eighteenth-century leader. The teacher will then assign each 
group to be either for or against slavery.
Group One-George Mason, For-Slavery 
Group Two-George Mason, Against-Slavery 
Group Three-Thomas Jefferson, For Slavery 
Group Four-Thomas Jefferson, Against-Slavery 
Group Five-George Washington, For-Slavery 
Group Six-George Washington, Against-Slavery
Allow the students fifteen minutes to read their documents. 
Students will try to determine their leader's perspective on the 
institution of slavery. Students will first make observations and 
then try to make inferences about what their leader thought about 
slavery.
5. The teacher will start the debate with the enclosed script.
6. At the conclusion of the debate, ask each group to report on their
leaders' thoughts toward slavery. Students must identify their 
leader's thoughts on the social, economic, and political outcomes of 
slavery. After each group has reported, ask the students to discuss 
why the leaders displayed opposing thoughts and actions toward 
slavery.
8. The teacher will ask the students to rewrite the first clause in the
Virginia Declaration of Rights. The students will share their new
clauses. Students will vote on the clauses.
9. After the students have selected a statement, the teachers will
discuss the wording of the final draft of the Virginia Declaration 
of Rights.
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"The Virginia Convention will now come to order. 
Will the clerk please rise and read the first 
clause of the Virginia Declaration of Rights."
The clerk stands and reads the first clause 
of the Virginia Declaration of Rights.
"The debate on the first clause of the Virginia 
Declaration of Rights is now open. The groups 
will start their debate on this clause.
(The teacher will given leading statements 
to start the debate.)
1. We should keep/end slavery because it 
will benefit/not benefit us 
financially.
2. We cannot free the slaves because how 
will they survive.
3. We can/cannot free the slaves because 
of the laws of Virginia.
We will now vote on the first clause of the 
Virginia Declaration of Rights. All those in 
favor of the clause signify by raising your hand. 
All those opposed to the clause signify by 
raising your hand.
"The first clause of the Virginia 
Declaration of Rights has passed/failed."
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Virginia Declaration of Rights
First Draft
A Declaration of Rights, made by the Representatives of the good People of 
Virginia, assembled in full Convention; and recommended to Posterity as 
the Basis and Foundation of Government.
That all Men are born equally free and independent, and have certain 
inherent Rights, of which they can not by any Compact, deprive or divest 
their Posterity; among which are the Enjoyment of Life and Liberty, with 
the Means of acquiring and possessing Property, and pursueing and 
obtaining Happiness and Safety.
Final Draft
A Declaration of Rights made by the Representatives of the good people of 
Virginia, assembled in full and free Convention; which rights do pertain 
to {them and their) posterity, as the basis and foundation of Government.
1. That all men are {by nature) equally free and independent, and 
have certain inherent rights, of which, {when they enter into a state of 
society,) they cannot, by any compact, deprive or divest their posterity; 
{namely,) the enjoyment of life and liberty, with the means of acquiring 
and possessing property, and pursuing and obtaining happiness and safety.
Rutland, Robert A. ed. The Papers of George Mason 1725-1792. 




20 March 1773 Last Will and Testament
Impremis It is my will and Desire, and I hereby direct and 
order that all my lands, Slaves with their increase, Stocks, 
rents, Crops, Tobacco, and Money And Debts due to me, 
with the yearly interest arising thereon, with all my other 
Estate of what nature soever in Virginia Maryland or else 
where, be kept together and considered as one common stock, 
for the payment of my Debts and Legacies and the 
Maintenance and Education of my children, and the payment 
of their fortunes, until my said Children respectively come of 
age or marry; when and not before each of them is to receive 
his or her part of the same as herein respectively devised or 
bequeathed to each of them.
.. .Item, I give and bequeath unto each of my four Daughters, 
Ann Mason, Sarah Mason, Mary Mason, and Elizabeth 
Mason, and to each of their heir for ever, when they 
respectively arrive to the Age of Twenty One Years, of 
Marry which ever shall first happen the following Slaves with 
their Increase respectively from the date o f this my W ill. To 
my eldest Daughter Ann the four Following Slaves and their 
increase. To wit, Bess (the Daughter of Cloe) and her child 
Frank, mulatto Priss (the Daughter of Jenny) and Nell (the 
Daughter of Occoquan Nell) To my Daughter Sarah the three 
following slaves with their increase, to wit, Hannah and 
Venus (the daughter of Beck) and Mulatto Mima (the 
daughter of Jenny) to my daughter Mary the following Slaves 
with their increase To Wit, Ann and Nell, the Daughter of 
House N ell, and little Jenny (the
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Daughter of Jenny) To my Daughter Elizabeth the three 
following Slaves with their Increase to wit, Vicky the 
Daughter of Occoquan Nell, Sarah (the Daughter of great 
Sue) and rachel (the Daughter of Beck) and I confirm unto 
my three eldest Daughters, Ann Sarah, and Mary their right 
and title respectively to a Negro Girl given to each of them 
by their Grand Father Mr. William Eilbeck Dec’d. to wit, a 
Negro girl named Penny to my Daughter Ann-a Negro Girl 
named Priss to my Daughter Sarah and a Negro Girl named 
Nan to my Daughter Mary. But in the mean time, that is 
until my daughters respectively come of Age or Marry, the 
Profits of all such the above mentioned Slaves as shall not be 
employ’d in waiting upon any of my said Daughters, or for 
their use in the House, are to remain in and be considered as 
part of the Common Stock for the purpose herein before 
mentioned.. .1 hereby Direct and Order that all the Slaves with 
their Increase herein before bequeath’d to such Daughter or 
Daughters shall go to and be equally divided between my 
other Daughters, or to the Survivor of them, to be delivered 
them or her, as herein before directed...
...Item , I give and bequeath unto my Son George 
Mason and his heirs for ever when he arrives to the Age of 
twenty one years, or Marrys, which ever shall first happen, 
the seven following Slaves, to wit, Alice, Bob dunk, yellow 
Dick, Bob (the son of Occoquan Nell) Peter (the son of Great 
Sue) Judy and Lucy; together with all the slaves which shall 
properly belong to and reside at my two upper Quarters
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in Dogues Neck Adjoining to the Great marsh at the time of 
my Death (Except such of them as my happen to be any of 
the Slaves by name specifically bequeath’d to some of my 
other children...
Item, I give and bequeath unto my said Son George 
Mason & his heirs...And I confirm unto him his right and 
title to a negro man named Dick given him by his grandfather 
Mr. Eilbeck, and likewise his right and title to two negro men 
named Tom and Liberty exchanged with him by me for two 
other negroes given him by his grandmother Mrs. Eilbeck...
Item, I give and devise unto my said son William 
Mason and his heirs forever the two following slaves to wit 
M illy (the daughter of Kate) and Sampson (the son of Mr. 
Eilbeck’s Bess)...
Item, I give and devise unto my son Thomson Mason 
and his heirs forever.. .two Quarters with eight working hands 
on each upon such parts thereof as they shall think fit.. .1 give 
and Devise unto my said son Thomson Mason and his heirs 
forever the two following slaves to wit Sail (the daughter of 
Lucy), and Joe (the son of Mr. Eilbeck’s B ess)...
I give and bequeath unto my said son John Mason and 
his heirs forever...the two following slaves to wit Harry (the 
son of house Poll) and Peg (the daughter of Chloe)...
I give and devise unto my youngest son Thomas Mason 
and his heirs forever...the two following slaves to wit jack 
(the son of house Nell) and Daphne (the daughter of Dinah)...
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Item, All the remaining part of my slaves with their 
increase, stocks of all kinds, and money and debts due to me, 
crops, profits and all other personal Estate whatsoever in the 
common stock not herein otherwise disposed of I give and 
bequeath unto my four youngest sons William, Thomson, 
John and Thomas (whom I make my residuary legatees) and 
their heirs forever...
Rutland, Robert A. ed. The Papers of George Mason 1725- 
1792. Chapel Hill N.C.s The University of North Carolina 
Press, 1970. Vol. I, 1749-1778, Pages 147-150.
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11 June 1788 
"Supporters of the Constitution 
Use Weak Arguments"
...The security of our liberty and happiness is the object we 
ought to have in view in wishing to establish the union. If 
instead of securing these, we endanger them, the name of the 
union will be but a trivial consolation. If the objections be 
removed-if those parts which are clearly subversive of our 
rights be altered, no man will go further than I will to 
advance the union. We are told in strong language, of 
dangers to which we will be exposed unless we adopt this 
constitution. Among the rest, domestic safety is said to be in 
danger. This government does not attend to our domestic 
safety. It authorizes the importation of slaves for twenty 
years, and thus continues upon us that nefarious trade. 
Instead of securing and protecting us, the continuation of this 
detestable trade adds daily to our weakness. Though this evil 
is increasing, there is no clause int he constitution that will 
prevent the northern and eastern states from meddling with 
our whole property of that kind. There is a clause to prohibit 
the importation of slave after twenty years, but there is no 
provision made for securing to the southern states those they 
now possess. If is far from being a desirable property. But 
it will involve use in great difficulties and infelicity to be now 
deprived of them.. There ought to be a clause in the 




11 June 1788 
"Supporters of the Constitution 
Use Weak Arguments"
our former laws, and the loss of which would bring ruin on 
a great many people.
Rutland, Robert A. ed. The Papers of George Mason 1725- 
1792. Chapel Hill N.C.: The University of North Carolina 
Press, 1970. Vol. Ill, 1787-1792, Page 1065.
177
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17 June 1788 
"Opposition to the Slave Trade
Mr. George Mason. Mr. Chairman-This is a fatal 
section, which has created more dangers than any other. The 
first clause, allows the importation of slaves for twenty years. 
Under the royal government, the evil was looked upon as a 
great oppression, and many attempts were made to prevent it; 
but the interest of the African merchants prevented its 
prohibition. No sooner did the revolution take place, than it 
was thought of. If was one of the great causes of our 
separation from Great-Britain. Its exclusion has been a 
principal object of this state, and most of the states in the 
union. The augmentation of slave weakens the state; and 
such a trade is diabolical in itself, and disgraceful to mankind. 
Yet by this constitution it is continued for twenty years. As 
much as I value an union of all states, I would not admit the 
southern states into the union, unless they agreed to the 
discontinuance of this disgraceful trade, because it would 
bring weakness and not strength to the union. And though this 
infamous traffic be continued, we have no security for the 
property of that kind which we have already. There is no 
clause in this constitution to secure it; for they may lay such 
a tax as will amount to manumission. And should the 
government be amended, still this detestable kind of 
commerce cannot be discontinued till after the expiration of 
twenty years. For the fifth article, which provide for 
amendments, expressly excepts this clause. I have every 




17 June 1788 
Opposition to the Slave Trade
detestation of it. Yet they have not secured us the property 
of the slaves we have already. So that "they have done what 
they ought not to have done, and have left undone what they 
ought to have done." From footnote: George Mason’s
hostility toward the importation of slaves was of long 
standing, but he was bothered by the crucial question of how 
millions of dollars in property could be extinguished by 
legislation. Only recently George Mason had voted with the 
minority in the House of Delegates that favored a law that 
would have revoked the freedom of manumitted slave if they 
remained in Virginia "twelve months from the time of such 
emancipation" The apocryphal story that George Mason’s 
slave, more than 110 of them, were freed at his death is not 
confirmed by the fact. On the other hand, George Mason 
sensed the injustice of the system but as the father of nine was 
concerned about his estate and the Property of slaves we have 
already. The Quotation is from a passage in the Anglican 
Book of Common Prayer.
Rutland, Robert A. ed. The Papers of George Mason 1725- 
1792. Chapel Hill N.C.: The University of North Carolina 






Philip Mazzei was a licensed surgeon. He also taught 
Italian. Later, he bought a farm near Thomas Jefferson’s 
M onticello. The excerpt comes from a 905-page 
autobiographical letter begun when Mazzei was close to 80 
years old. This passage was written between 1775-1779.
...Jefferson declared that he did not go in for palliative 
remedies but for what was essential; that he would move for 
abolishing slavery entirely since both humanity and justice 
demanded it; that to keep in bondage beings bom with rights 
equal to our own and who differed from us only in color was 
an injustice not only barbarous and cruel but shameful as well 
while we were risking everything for our own freedom. He 
concluded by saying that it would be preferable to run the risk 
of having to till the land with our own hands. Mr. John 
Blair, who had been for a long time and was still Secretary 
of the Assembly, a man endowed with talent, a clear mind, 
and a good heart, and owning many slaves, agreed, saying, 
Of course, we’d rather work the land with our own hands, 
although he was patently lacking in physical strength. Mr. 
George Mason and I were the only ones to dissent. I said 
that I ardently desired to see that come to pass as soon as 
possible, that is, as soon as circumstances permitted. But in 






to me, there being twice as many blacks as whites. In my 
opinion the benefit would have a better effect if  they were 
told that their owners were
disposed to grant it to all those whose good conduct deserved 
it and granting it suddenly and universally might lead them to 
think that we did it out of fear brought by the circumstances.
Mr. George Mason said much more and showed the 
necessity of educating them before taking such a step and of 
teaching them how to make good use of their freedom. "We 
all know," he said, "that blacks consider work as 
punishment," pointing out that unless previously educated, the 
first use they would make of their freedom would be to do 
nothing and that they would become thieves out of necessity.
Beginning with Jefferson, they all were convinced by 
the reasons advanced by Mr. Mason and myself. Hence it 
was agreed to propose the two laws vetoed by the present 
King of England and to begin spreading the word that another 
would be enacted compelling slave owners to send black 
children to public schools in every county in order to learn 
reading, writing, and arithmetic and how to make good use of 
the freedom that their owners were determined to give all 
those who would so behave as to deserve it.
The two laws were passed as soon as they were 
proposed. Later I learned that all the other States had 






the Sugar Islands, where slaves outnumber free men more 
greatly than in any of the United States, should wish to go 
and settle there with his slaves, the latter would become free 
upon landing.
Marchione, Margherita ed. Philip Mazzei: Mv Life and 
Wanderings. Translated by S. Eugene Scalia. Morristown, N.J.: 
American Institute of Italian Studies, 1980. Page 223.
182
Thomas Jefferson
From a Legal Argument
Under the law of nature, all men are bom free, everyone 
comes into the world with a right to his own person, which 
includes the liberty of moving and using it at his own will, 
this is what is called personal liberty, and is given him by the 
Author of nature, because necessary for his own sustenance.
Foley, John P. ed. The Jeffersonian Cyclopedia? A 
Comprehensive Collection of the Views of Thomas Jefferson. 
New York: Russell and Russell, 1967. Vol. II. Page 693.
183
Thomas Jefferson
From the Declaration of Independence
We hold these truths to be self-evident that all men are 
created equal; that they are endowed by their Creator with 
inherent and inalienable rights; that among these, are life, 
liberty, and the pursuit of happiness. That, to secure these 
rights, governments are instituted among men, deriving their 
just powers from the consent of the governed; that, whenever 
any form of government becomes destructive of these ends, 
it is the right of the people to alter or to abolish it, and to 
institute new government, laying its foundation on such 
principles, and organizing its powers in such form, as to them 
shall seem most likely to effect their safety and happiness.
Foley, John P. ed. The Jeffersonian Cyclopedia; A 
Comprehensive Collection of the Views of Thomas Jefferson. 
New York: Russell and Russell, 1967. Vol. II. Page 780.
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...It was found that the public mind would not bear the 
Proposition (gradual emancipation), nor will it bear it even at 
this day (1821). Yet the day is not distant, when it must bear 
and adopt it, or worse will follow. Nothing is more certainly 
written in the book of fate, than that these people are to be 
free; nor is it less certain, that the two races, equally free 
cannot live in the same government. Nature, habit, opinion 
have drawn indelible lines of distinction between them. It is 
still in our power to direct the process of emancipation and 
deportation, peaceably, and in such slow degree, as that the 
evil will wear off insensibly, and their place be, pari passu, 
filled up by free white laborers. I f , on the contrary, it is left 
to force itself on, human nature must shudder at the prospect 
held up. We should in vain look for an example in the 
Spanish deportation, or deletion of the Moors. The precedent 
would fall far short of our case.
Foley, John P. ed. The Jeffersonian Cyclopedia; A 
Comprehensive Collection of the Views of Thomas Jefferson. 
New York: Russell and Russell, 1967. Vol. II. Page 816.
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Thomas Jefferson
To David Barrow, May 1815
...Unhappily it is a case for which both parties require long 
and difficult preparation. The mind of the master is to be 
apprized by reflection, and strengthened by the energies of 
conscience, against the obstacle of self interest to an 
acquiescence in the rights of others; that of the slave is to be 
prepared by instruction and habit for self-government, and 
for the honest pursuits of industry and social duty. Both of 
these courses of preparation require time, and the former 
must precede the latter. Some progress is sensibly made it; 
yet not so much as I had hoped and expected. But it will 
yield in time to temperate and steady pursuit, to the 
enlargement of the human mind and its advancement in 
science. We are not in a world ungovemed by the laws and 
the power of a Superior Agent. Our efforts are in His hand, 
and directed by it; and He will give them their effect in his 
own time. Where the disease is most deeply seated, there it 
will be slowest in eradication. In the Northern States it was 
merely superficial, and easily corrected. In the Southern it is 
incorporated with the whole system and requires time, 
patience and perseverance in the curative process. That it 
may finally be effected, and its process hastened, will be my 
last and fondest prayer.
Foley, John P. ed. The Jeffersonian Cyclopedia: A 
Comprehensive Collection of the Views of Thomas Jefferson. 
New York: Russell and Russell, 1967. Vol. II. Page 817.
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Thomas Jefferson
To J. P. Brissot De Warville, February 1788
...I  am very sensible of the honor you propose to me of 
becoming a member of the society for the abolition of the 
slave trade. You know that nobody wishes more ardently to 
see an abolition, not only of the trade, but of the condition of 
slavery; and certainly nobody will be more willing to 
encounter every sacrifice for that object. But the influence 
and information of the friends to this proposition in France 
will be far above the need of my association. I am here as a 
public servant, and those whom I serve, having never yet 
been able to give their voice against this practice, it is decent 
for me too avoid too public a demonstration of my wishes to 
see it abolished. Without serving the cause here, it might 
render me less able to serve it beyond the water. I trust you 
will be sensible of the prudence of those motive, therefore, 
which govern my conduct on this occasion.
Foley, John P. ed. The Jeffersonian Cyclopedia; A 
Comprehensive Collection of the Views of Thomas Jefferson. 
New York: Russell and Russell, 1967. Vol. II. Page 811.
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Thomas Jefferson
To M. de Meunier, 1786
...W hat a stupendous, what an incomprehensible machine is 
man! who can endure toil, famine, stripes, imprisonment, 
and death itself, in vindication of his own liberty, and the 
next moment, be deaf to all those motives whose power 
supported him through his trial, and inflict on his fellow men 
a bondage, one hour of which is fraught with more misery 
than ages of that which he rose in rebellion to oppose.
Foley, John P. ed. The Jeffersonian Cyclopedia? A 
Comprehensive Collection of the Views of Thomas Jefferson. 
New York: Russell and Russell, 1967. Vol. II. Page 811.
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Thomas Jefferson
Summary Review of British Rights in America
1774
The abolition of domestic slavery is the great object of desire 
in those Colonies, where it was unhappily introduced in their 
infant state. But previous to the enfranchisement o f the slaves 
we have, it is necessary to exclude all further importations 
from Africa. Yet our repeated attempts to effect this by 
prohibition, and by imposing duties which might amount to a 
prohibition, have been hitherto defeated by his Majesty’s 
negative: Thus preferring the immediate advantages of a few 
British corsairs to the lasting interests of the American States 
and to the rights of human nature deeply wounded by this 
infamous practice.
Foley, John P. ed. The Jeffersonian Cyclopedia: A 
Comprehensive Collection of the Views of Thomas Jefferson. 
New York: Russell and Russell, 1967. Vol. II. Page 812.
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Thomas Jefferson
Revision of the Laws of Virginia
.. .To establish all slaves bom after passing the act. The 
bill reported by the revisors does not itself contain this 
proposition; but an amendment containing it was prepared, to 
be offered to the legislature whenever the bill should be taken 
up, and further directing, that they should continue with their 
parents to a certain age, then be brought up, at the public 
expense, to tillage, arts or sciences, according to their 
geniusses, till the females should be eighteen, and the males 
twenty-one years of age, when they should be colonized to 
such a place as the circumstances of the time should render 
most proper, sending hem out with arms, implements of 
houshold and of the handicraft arts, seeds, pairs of the useful 
domestic animals, &c. to declare them a free and independant 
people, and extend to them our alliance and protection, till 
they shall have acquired strength; and to send vessels at the 
same time to other parts of the world for an equal number of 
white inhabitants; to induce whom to migrate hither, proper 
encouragements were to be proposed. It will probably be 
asked, Why not retain and incorporate the blacks into the 
state, and thus save the expence of supplying, by importation 
of white settlers, the vacancies they will leave? Deep rooted 
prejudices entertained by whites; ten thousand recollections, 
by the blacks of the injuries they have sustained; new 




Revision of the Laws of Virginia
circumstances, will divide us into parties, and produce 
convulsions which will probably never end but in the 
extermination of the one or the other race.--To these 
objections which are political, may be added others, which 
are physical and moral. The first difference which strikes us 
is that of colour. Whether the black of the negro resides in 
the reticular membrane between the skin and scarf-skin, or 
in the scarf-skin itself; whether it proceeds from the colour of 
the blood, the colour of the bile, or from that of some other 
secretion, the difference is fixed in nature, and is as real as 
if its seat and cause were better known to us. And is this 
difference of no importance? Is it not the foundation of a 
grater or less share of beauty in the two races? Are not the 
fine mixtures of red and white, the expressions of every 
passion by greater or less suffusions of colour in the one, 
preferable to that eternal monotony, which reign in the 
countenances, that immoveable veil of black which covers all 
the emotions of the other race? Add to these, flowing hair, 
a more elegant symmetry of form, their own judgement in 
favour of the white, declared by their preference of them, as 
uniformly as is the preference of the Oran-ootan for the black 
women over those of his own species. The circumstances of 
superior beauty, is thought worthy attention in the propagation 
of our horses, dogs, and other domestic animals; why not in 
that of man? Besides those of colour, figure, and
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hair, there are other physical distinctions proving a difference 
of race. They have less hair on the face and body. They 
secrete less by the kidnies, and more by the glands of the 
skin, which gives them a very strong and disagreeable odour. 
This greater degree of transpiration renders them more 
tolerant of heat, and less so of cold, than whites. Perhaps too 
a difference of structure in the pulmonary apparatus, which a 
late ingenious experimentalist has discovered to be the 
principal regulator of animal heat,may have disabled them 
from extricating, in the act of inspiration, so much of that 
fluid from the outer air, or obliged them in expiration, to part 
with more of it. They seem to require less sleep. A black, 
after hard labour through the day, will be induced by the 
slightest amusements to sit up till midnight, or later, though 
knowing he must be out with the first dawn of the morning. 
They are at least as brave, and more adventuresome. But this 
may perhaps proceed from a want of forethought, which 
prevents their seeing a danger till it be present. When present 
they do not go through it with more coolness or steadiness 
than the white. They are more ardent after their female; but 
love seems with them to be more an eager desire, than a 
tender delicate mixture of sentiment and sensation. Their 
griefs are transient. Those numberless afflictions, which 
render it doubtful whither heaven has given life to us in
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mercy or in wrath, are less felt, and sooner forgotten with 
them. In general, their existence appears to participate more 
of sensation rather than reflection. To this must be ascribed 
their disposition to sleep when abstracted from their 
diversions, and unemployed in labour. An animal whose 
body is at rest, and who does not reflect, must be disposed to 
sleep of course. Comparing them by their faculties of 
memory, reason, and imagination, it appears to me, that in 
memory they are equal to the whites; in reason much inferior, 
as I think one could scarcely be found capable of tracing and 
comprehending the investigations of Euclid; and that in 
imagination they are dull, tasteless, and anomalous. It would 
be unfair to follow them to Africa for this investigation...But 
never yet could I find that black had uttered a thought above 
the level of plain narration; never saw even an elementary 
trait of painting or sculpture.
Peden, William, ed. Jefferson, Thomas. Notes on the 





I give to my good, afffectionate, and faithful servant 
Burwell his freedom, and the sum of three hundred Dollars to 
buy necessaries to commence his trade of painter and glazier, 
or to use otherwise as he pleases. I give also to my good 
servants John Hemings and Jow Fosset, their freedom at the 
end of one year after my death: and to each of them
respectively all the tools of their respective shops or callings: 
and it is my will that a comfortable log-house be built for 
each of the three servants so emancipated on some part of my 
lands convenient also to the interests of the proprietor of the 
lands; of which houses I give the use of one, with a curtilage 
of an acre to each, during his life or personal occupation 
thereof.
I give also to John Hemings the service of his two 
apprentices, Madison and Eston Hemings, until their 
respective ages of twenty one years, at which period 
respectively, I give them their freedom. And I humbly and 
earnestly request of the legislature of Virginia a confirmation 
of the bequest of freedom to these servants, with permission 
to remain in this state where their families and connections 
are, as an additional instance of the favor, of which I have 
received so many other manifestations, in the course of my 
life, and for which I now give them my last, solemn and 
dutiful thanks.
In testimony that this is a Codicil to my will of 




provisions of that will, I have written it all with my own 
hand, in two pages, to each of which I subscribe my name 
this 17th. day of March one thousand eight hundred and 
twenty six.
Th. Jefferson
Bear Jr., James A. ed. Jefferson at Montecllo. 
Charlottesville: University Press of Virginia, 1967. Pages 
1 2 1 -1 2 2
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George Washington
To Robert Morris, April 12, 1786
...I  hope it will not be conceived from these observations, 
that it is my wish to hold the unhappy people, who are the 
subject of this letter, in slavery. I can only say that there is 
not a man living who wishes more sincerely than I do, to see 
a plan adopted for the abolition of it; but there is only one 
proper and effectual mode by which it can be accomplished, 
and that is by Legislative authority; and this, as far as my 
suffrage will go shall never be wanting.
Fitzpatrick, John C. The Writings of Georoe Washington. 
Vol 28, Washington, D.C.:United States Government Printing 
office, 1939. Page 408
196
George Washington
To John Francis Mercer, September 9, 1786
...W ith respect to the first, I never mean (unless some 
particular circumstance should compel me to it) to possess 
another slave by purchase; it being among my first wishes to 
see some plan adopted, by which slavery in this country my 
be abolished by slow, sure, and imperceptible degrees...
Fitzpatrick, John C. The Writings of George Washington.. 
Vol 29, Washington, D.C.:United States Government Printing 
office, 1939. Pages 5-6.
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George Washington
To Henry Lee, February 4, 1787
My dear Sir: I thank you for asking my commands to 
Fredericksburg. It is not my wish to be your competitor in 
the purchase of any of Mr. Hunters tradesmen: especially as 
I am in a great degree principled against increasing my 
number of Slaves by purchase and suppose moreover that 
Negroes sold on credit will go high, yet if you are not 
disposed to buy the Bricklayer which is advertised for Sale, 
for your own use, find him in the vigour of life, from report 
a good workman and of tolerable character and his price does 
not exceed one hundred , or a few more pounds, I should be 
glad if  you would buy him for me. I have much work in this 
way to do this Summer. If he has a family, which he is to be 
sold; or from whom he would reluctantly part I decline the 
purchase, his feelings I would not be the means of hurting in 
the latter case, nor at any rate be incumbered with the 
former. I am, etc.
Fitzpatrick, John C. The Writings of George Washington. 
Vol 29, Washington, D.C.:United States Government Printing 
office, 1939. Page 154.
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George Washington
To John Lawson, April 10, 1787
Sir; On the 8th Instant Neptune delivered me your letter 
of the 2d Istant. Although he does not profess to be a 
workman, yet as he has some little knowledge of Bricklaying, 
seems willing to learn, and is with a man who understands 
the business, I will keep him, and this shall be my obligation 
to pay you the sum for which he sold, at the time and 
agreeably to the terms of Mr. Hunter Sale. I am, etc.
P.S.Since writing the above, and informing Neptune of 
my determination to buy him he seems a good deal 
disconcerted on acct. of a wife which he says he has at Mrs. 
Garrards from whom he is unwilling to be so far removed this 
also embarrasses me as I am unwilling to hurt the feeling of 
anyone. I shall therefore if agreeable to you keep him awhile 
to see if  I can reconcile him to the separation (seeing her now 
and then) in which case I will purchase him, if  not I will send 
him back, and pay what hire you shall think fit and is 
reasonable to charge for the time he is here.
Fitzpatrick, John C. The Writings of George Washington. 
Vol 29, Washington, D.C.sUnited States Government Printing 
office, 1939. Page 199.
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George Washington
To Alexander Spots wood, November 23, 1794
(Spotswood is moving westward to Kentucky or Ohio. 
Washington is suggesting how Spotswood should invest 
money.)
...W ith respect to the other species of property, concerning 
which you ask my opinion, I shall frankly declare to you that 
I do not like to even think, much less talk of it. However, as 
you have put the question I shall, in a few words, give you 
my ideas on it. Were it not then, that I am principled agt. 
selling negroes, as you would do cattle in the market, I would 
not, in twelve months from this date, be possessed of one, as 
a slave. I shall be happily mistaken, if they are not found to 
be very troublesome species of property; ere many years pass 
over our heads; (but this by the bye.) For this reason, and 
because there is but little sale for what is raised in the western 
country, it remains for you to consider whether, their value 
would not be more productive in lands, reserving enough for 
necessary purposed than to carry many there. My love to 
Mrs. Spotswood and the family. I am etc.
Fitzpatrick, John C. The Writings of George Washington. 
Vol 34, Washington, D.C.sUnited States Government Printing 
office, 1939. Pages 48-49.
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George Washington
To Arthur Young, June 18, 1792 
A Discussion on Labor in the States
South of Pennsylvania, hired labor is not very common, 
except it be at harvest, and sometimes for cutting grass. The 
wealthier farmers perform it with their own black Servants, 
whilst the poorer sort are obliged to do it themselves...whilst 
blacks, on the contrary, are cheaper; the common food of 
them (even when well treated) being bread, made of the 
Indian Com, Butter milk, Fish (pickled herrings) frequently, 
and meat now an then; with a blanket for bedding: In 
additions to these, ground is often allowed them for 
gardening, and priviledge given them to raise dung-hill fowls 
for their own use. With the farmer who has not more than 
two or three Negros, little difference is made in the manner 
of living between the master and the man; but far otherwise 
is the case with those who are owned in great numbers by 
wealthy; who are not always as kind, and as attentive to their 
wants and usage as they ought to be; for by these, they are 
fed upon bread alone, which does not on an average, cost 
more than seven dollars a head pr. Ann (about 32 /.Sterling).
From these data, in aid of my last communications, you 
will be able to form an idea of the cost of labour in this 
country. It varies, however, in the different Sates as I have 
already observed, and sometimes in the same State; but may 
be said to vibrate with white men, between ten and fifteen 
pounds, and for black men between Eight and twelve pounds 
sterling pr. Ann, besides their board. No
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A Discussion on Labor in the States
difficulty, I should conceive, would be found in obtaining 
those of either description on the terms here mentioned; but 
I do not advance this with certainty, not having been in the 
habit o f hiring any, myself, for several years past. Blacks are 
capable of much labour, but having (I am speaking generally) 
no ambition to establish a good name, they are too regardless 
of a bad one; and of course, require more of the masters eye 
than the former.
Fitzpatrick, John C. The Writings of George Washington. 
Vol 32, Washington, D.C.iUnited States Government Printing 




Item Upon the decease [of] my wife, it is my Will and 
desire th[at] all the Slaves which I hold in [my] own right, 
shall receive their free[dom.] To emancipate them during 
[her] life would, tho’ earnestly wish[ed by] me, be attended 
with such insu[perab]le difficulties on account of thei[r 
interm]ixture by Marriages with the [Dow]er Negroes, as to 
excite the most pa[i]nfiil sensations, if  not disagreeable 
c]onsequences from the latter, while [both] descriptions are in 
the occupancy [of] the same Proprietor, it not being [in] my 
power, under the tenure by whicfh t]he Dower Negroes are 
held, to man[umi]t them. And whereas among [thos]e who 
will recieve freedom ac[cor]ding to this devise, there may b[e 
so]me, who from old age or bodily infi[rm]aties, and others 
who on account of [thei]r infancy, that will be unable to 
[su]pport themselves; it is [my] Will a[nd de]sire that all who 
[come under the first] and second description shall be 
comfor]tably cloathed and [fed my heirs while] they live; and 
that such of the latter descriptions as have no parents living, 
or it living are unable or unwilling to provide for them, shall 
be bound by the Court until they shall arrive at the age of 
twenty five years; and in cases where no record can be 
produced, whereby their ages can be ascertained, the 
judgement of the Court upon its own view of the subject, 
shall be adequate and final. The Negroes thus bound, are (by 




and to be brought up to some useful occupation, agreeably to 
the laws of the Commonwealth of Virginia, providing for the 
support of Orphan and other poor children. And I do hereby 
expressly forbid the Sale, or transportation out of the said 
Commonwealth, of any Slave I may die possessed of, under 
any pretence whatsoever. And I do moreover most pointedly 
and most solemnly enjoin it upon my Executors hereafter 
named, or the Survivors of them, to see that this [cl]ause 
respecting Slaves, and every part thereof be religiously 
fulfilled at the Epoch at which it is directed to take place; 
without evasion, neglect or delay, after the Crops which may 
then be on the ground are harvested, particularly as it respects 
the aged and infirm; Seeing that a regular and permanent fund 
be established for their Support so long as there are subjects 
requiring it; not trusting to the uncertain provision to be made 
by individuals. And to my Mulatto man William (calling 
himself William Lee) I give immediate freedom;or if he 
should prefer it (on account of the accidents which have 
befallen him, and which have rendered him incapable of 
walking or of any active employment) to remain in the 
situation he now is, it shall be optional in him to do so: In 
either case however, I allow him an annuity of thirty dollars 
during his natural life, which shall be independent of the 
victuals and cloaths he has been accustomed to receive, if  he 




with his freedom, if he prefers the first; and this I give him 
as a testimony of my sense of his attachment to me, and for 
his faithful services during the Revolutionary War.
Fitzpatrick, John C. The Writings of Georcre Washington. 
Vol 37, Washington, D.C.:United States Government Printing 
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